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Editor’s letter 




to Let's Knit 



'Meet tke - ^ - ■ ■ 




This month... 

I caught up with 
Pauline Loven fronn 
production company 
WAG Screen, who are 
making a film about 
the First World War 
complete with true-to- 
life handknitted 
costumes. 

Adrienne's favourite project: Kevin, (p67) 
adrienne.chandler(o)aceville.co.uk 
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This month... 

I’ve been chatting to 
the winners of the 2013 
British Knitting Awards 
to find out more about 
what they’ve been up 
to since they won! 
Amy's favourite 
project: Homestead 
(p45) 



amy.adams(o)aceville.co.uk 



Where would we be without our bricks-and-nnortar 
yam shops? I can remember formative trips to 
my small tov\/n’s local v\/ool shop, drooling over the 
yarny goodness on every shelf and positively diving 

into the bargain bin! Yarn shops are a 
brilliant hub for advice, inspiration and 
meeting likeminded people, and of course, nothing 
beats giving a yarn a good squish before you buy it! 
That’s why we’re launching the Love Your 
Yarn Shop campaign: you can find out more on 
page 7, and if you’re looking for something to head 
up your shopping list we have a special 
exclusive pattern from Stylecraft on 
page 80 to kick off the campaign. 

Our big pattern theme this issue is homewares with no less than 12 
great items to make. And if you’re looking for further inspiration, 

see our knitted dream home on page 34 - you’ll definitely want to live there! 

Knitting toys is a national obsession - at least that’s what it feels 

like round here - so we’re delighted to bring you 16 bonus patterns on a 
woodland theme along with an exclusive accessories kit to help you 
finish off your makes. As ever we would love to see your finished 
knits - you’ll find all the details for getting in touch on page 64. 






Happy knitting! 

sarah.neal@aceville.co.uk 



West 
Yorkshire 
Spinners 
Pebble 
Cushion, p48 






LA»VE 

YOUR 

YARV 

iSHOP 



Visit www.letsknit.co.uk 
to view the winners 



Need to get in touch? 

Pattern queries call 01206 508622 or 
email support@letsknit.co.uk 



Advertising enquiries call Julie Freestone 
on 01206 505913 or email 
julie.freestone@aceville.co.uk 



Subscription queries call 0844 844 0947 
or email letsknit@servicehelpline.co.uk 



This month... 

I've been sourcing 
knitted homewares to 
kit out the LK dream 
home! I also got the 
opportunity to talk 
to Gerry Warner 
about vintage knitting 
on p98 (I'm very into 
my vintage!) 

Abbi's favourite project: 
Gherry Blossom (p93) 
abbi.henderson@aceville.co.uk 
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ook whats in your 



PATTERNS 

9 Sadie 

Try a new stitch pattern 
with Pat Menchini’s 
incredible lilac tunic! 

13 Irma 

These lacy cabled socks 
by Ann Crick are a must 
for cosy evenings in 

18 Emmeline 

Get the handmade 
vintage look with this 
matching bag and scarf 





23 Alma 

Start your spring layers 
with a handy cabled 
cardigan 

31 Jenny 

Anniken Allis’ oversized 
lace sweater is light, airy 
and modern 

37 Cherish 

Treat your mum to a 
personalised cushion this 
Mother’s Day 

40 Casareccia ® 

Give your kitchen a 
handmade look with our 
lovely bread basket liners 

43 Ziggurat ® 

In chunky yarn, this 
pyramid doorstop puts 
the fun in functional! 

45 Homestead 

We just love Sian Brown’s 
matching cushion set in 
Sirdar Simply Recycled 

52 Kenmare ® 

Upcycle old towels 
with Jane Burns’ pretty 
lace trim 



54 Princess 

Give your little girl the 
royal treatment with a 
snuggly blanket 

57 Cuddles 

What could be more 
special than this heirloom 
baby blanket? 

67 Kevin 

Fall in love with Kevin, 
Amanda Berry’s quirky 
penguin toy! 

73 Joelle 

Knit Kelly Menzies’ lacy 
top all in one piece! 

76 Tomate 0 

Spruce up your kitchen 
with three quick and 
practical projects 

80 Mandy 

Support local yarn shops 
with a lacy top by 
Stylecraft 

84 Midge 

Gheck out this round 
crochet cushion by 
Helen Ardley 



93 Cherry Blossom @ 

You’ll be amazed at 
all the uses for this 
ingenious cupcake! 



SHOPPING 

16 The Great Outdoors 

Spring is here, so why 
not celebrate with 
garden goodies? 

62 Spring Sparkle! 

Gheck out this range of 
sparkly summer yarns for 
the new season! 

69 Knit Picks 

Our favourite shops and 
products this March 

71 Colour Therapy 

Bright and fresh, check 
out our favourite lime 
green yarns! 

79 What^s in Store 

New knitty products hot 
off the shelves 



@ Quick Knit 






Who cares? 
...We do! 

At Let’s Knit we understand that 
nothing is more annoying than errors 
in knitting patterns. As part of our 
total commitment to ensuring that 
your experience of our magazine is 
as enjoyable as possible, we’re proud 
to offer 

THE LET’S KNIT PATTERN PROMISE: 

• Exclusive patterns featured in Let’s 
Knit have been professionally 
checked and reproduced with the 
utmost care. Updates can be found at 
www.letsknit.co.uk 

• Should you encounter any problems 
we are more than happy to provide 
support and assistance. Contact us 
and we will endeavour to respond as 
soon as possible. 

By email: support@letsknit.co.uk 
By telephone: 01206 508622 (office 
hours only) 

By post: at the address on page 92 
(please mark your 
envelope ‘Support’) 

(Please note we cannot offer 
assistance with patterns not 
published in Let’s Knit) 



This month’s fabulous 



9 Sadie 13 Irma 18 Emmeline 



23 Alma 31 Jenny 37 Gherish 



52 Kenmare 54 Princess 57 Guddles 67 Kevin 73 Joelle 76 Tomate 
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March issue 



FOCUS 

26 “Shops Are Alive - And 
We’re Doing Something!” 

Amy Adams catches up 
with the winners of the 
2013 British Knitting 
Awards 

34 Home Sweet Home 

Check out the LK dream 
home - packed full of 
knitty goodness! 

49 Knit School 

Adrienne Chandler 
demonstrates more 
advanced casting on 
techniques 

61 “The Knitters Are Helping 
Us Deliver Something 
Extraordinary” 

Read about Tell Them of 
Us, the WWI film featuring 
handknitted period 
costumes 



59 Reader’s Survey 

Win £150 worth of 
knitting goodies by 
answering a few 
quick questions 

64 Tea Break 

Catch up with the 
LK community 

98 “It’s Like Plunging 
Into a Relationship” 

Gerry Warner discusses 
the intimate secrets of 
her vintage knitting 



PEOPLE 



20 Inspiration Station 

This month's news from 
the knitsphere 

28 Looking to the Sky 

Designer Lousia Harding 
discusses her new 
collections for 
spring/summer 14 



IN EVERY 
ISSUE... 

3 Welcome 
7 This Month We Love 
30 Bookshelf 
51 Coming Next Month 
86 Subscriptions 

88 Turn the Tables 

89 Essential Information 

37 









y 









ttem collection! 



GIFT! 



11 Toymaking 
accessories kit, 



40 Casareccia 



43 Ziggurat 45 Homestead 45 Homestead 



4 



PLUS 48-page 
Woodland 
Toys book - 



16 patterns and 
£3000 of 
giveaways 
inside! 



76 Tomate 76 Tomate 



80 Mandy 84 Midge 



93 Cherry Blossom 
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WEST 

YORKSHIRE 

SPINNERS"" 



Visit the website for more information and your nearest stockist. 



NEW 

DESIGNS 



100 % 

Bluefaced 

Leicester 

DK 



There are not many suppliers 
that can boast their products 
have been sourced, produced 
and designed in the UK. 

We are proud to be able to 
say this yarn is a 100% British. 
Visit the website for patterns, 
yarns and stockists. 

For more information 
call 01535 664500 
or email 

sales(a) wyspinners.com 



heoreti/ 6jjou>v 

IN BRITAIN 




Angus the office plant is getting his five minutes 
of fame next to this super pretty chalk board, from 
0845 259 1359 www.notonthehighstreet.com 





JluA mordJh 

knitting... 



LK Editorial Assistant Amy took 
on the mammoth task of knitting 
this incredible octopus sweater! 

She said: “IVe been knitting 
Embrace by Maia E. Sirnes since 
last summer! Not only was it my 
first proper garment, it was also 
my first time with stranded 
colourwork.” 



rnjOrdlh 

LOVE! 

Spring is just across the horizon, but 
all we can think of is the uber- 
exciting Yarn Shop Day! 



SHOPS! 

Here at the Let's Knit HQ, we 
think it's really important to 
utilise our local yarn shops. 

Despite the convenience of 
online shopping, nothing quite 
compares to handling 
different yams, and the 
cheerful welcome from staff 
and customers. For this reason. Let's Knit (along with sister 
mag Let's Get Crafting) is delighted to launch Love Your 
Yam Shop, a campaign which will run throughout the year 
and encourage knitters to celebrate their local bricks and 
mortar stores. The highlight of the campaign is Yam Shop 
Day, which will take place on 3 May 2014, when local shops 
will be hosting fun events such as tea parties, knit and 
natters, workshops, and signings. You might even get a visit 
from one of our ambassadors, including the wonderful Erika 
Knight, the sensational Sue Stratford, and the fabulous 
Louisa Harding. Make sure you're registered to 
www.letsknit.co.uk for regular updates, otherwise... watch 
this space! 



i UWE 
YOUR ! 
I YARar 

: SHOP I 

www.letskxiit*oo*iil£ 



TOP BUY 




We are completely besotted 
with this woolly Mr Fox head. 
Knitted by prop maker 
Sincerely Louise, he's cute, 
quirky, and colourful. He’s just 
one of an incredible range, 
including a badger, a deer, and 
even a dinosaur! Take a look at 
p34, where Mr Fox hangs 
happily in the Let's Knit dream 
home. For more information, 
visit www.sincerelylouise.co.uk 








DATES 


for your DIARY 




WHEN 

Sth-llth 


WHAT 

Jersey Textile Showcase 


WHERE 

Jersey 


CONTACT 

www.theharbourgalleryjerseycom 




6th-9th 


Creative Stitches 
and Hobbycrafts 


Glasgow 


www.ichfevents.co.uk 


WIN! 


13th-16th 


The Spring Knitting 
& Stitching Show 


London 


www.theknittingand 

stitchingshow.com/spring 


WIN! 


14th 


Let’s Knit April issue 
on sale now! 


Nationwide 


www.letsknit.co.uk 


WIN 

TICKETS'. 

SEEP75 


21st-23rd 

20th-23rd 


Unravel 

Sewing for Pleasure 


Surrey 

Birmingham 


www.farnhammaltings.com 

www.ichfevents.co.uk 


WIN! 


22nd 


The Colourful World 
of Kaffe Fassett 


Bath 


americanmuseum.org 
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Model wearing pattern 8915 




For your nearest stockist 
telephone 01 535 609798 



Stay up-to-date 



f sri 



www.stylecraft-yarns.co.uk 



it 

Stylecroft 

discover, create and enjoy 




(LET’S KNIT EXCLUSIVE GARMENT PATTERN) 






pi 







Sadie 

is an extraordinary textured 
tunic by Pat Menchtni 

This versatile top will make a fantastic addition to your 
collection, and the unique stitch pattern is sure to blow 
your friends away! It is achieved by wrapping extra loops 
of yarn around the needle to create elongated stitches, 
emphasising the openwork lace effect. It also features a 
button-down collar, and can be styled as a turtleneck on 
blustery mornings, or open for a more casual look. 



START KNITTING ON P10 






f®OlC5 



O/VR 
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MEASUREMENTS & SIZES 

Dress size (approx): 

6-8 (8-10, 12-14, 14-16, 18-20) 

To fit bust (cm): 

76-81 (84-89,91-97,99-104,107-112) 

Actual chest (cm): 

87 (94, 102, 109, 116) 

Length from shoulder (cm): 

63 (64, 65, 67, 68) 

Sleeve length (cm): 

44 (44^ 44^ 44^ 44) 



KNIT KIT 

Yarn: Rico Essentials Merino DK, 
shade 20 Lavender, 12 (12, 13, 13, 14) 
50g balls 

Needles: 3.25mm straight, 3.25mm 
double-pointed, 3.75mm straight, 
4mm straight 

Stitch holder 

Buttons: six, 15mm, lavender 



TENSION SQUARE 1 



Stocking stitch 
4mm needles 



■ TENSION SQUARE I 



over patt 
3.75mm needles 



26.75 sts 



ABOUT THE YARN 

Rico Essentials Merino DK is a 

beautifully simple 1 00% merino yarn, 
in a wonderful range of colours. It can 
be machine washed at 30°C. 



Need an alternative yarn? 

Why not knit British? West 
Yorkshire Spinners Aire 
Valley DK is a 75% wool and 
25% nylon yarn, made with 
British wool in Yorkshire. Try shade 
Purple to match. 



( FOR ABBREVIATIONS SEE PAGE 88~) 




Rico Essentials Merino DK 
costs £3.99 per 50g (120m) 
ball from 0800 488 0708, 
www.deramores.com 




West Yorkshire Spinners 
Aire Valley DK costs £4.99 
per lOOg (230m) ball from 
01743 245623, 



www.rkmwools.co.uk 



START KNITTING HERE 

Front 

Using 4mm needles, cast on 
118 (126, 136, 146, 156) sts 

□ K three rows 
Work in patt as foils: 

□ Row 1 (RS): kl (5, 10, 15, 1), p2, 
* [k2tog] three times, [yfwd, 
kl] five times, yfwd, [skpo] 
three times, p2, rep from * to 
last 1 (5, 10, 15, 1) sts, k to end 

□ Row 2: p 

□ Rows 3-8: rep Rows 1-2 
three times 

□ Row 9: kl wrapping yarn 
round needle twice, k to end of 
row wrapping yarn round 
needle three times for every st 

□ Row 10: p firmly to end of 
row dropping extra loops 

□ Row 11: [kl, pi] to end 

□ Row 12: [pi, kl] to end 

□ Row 13: as Row 11 

□ Row 14: p 

□ Rows 15-16: rep Rows 9-10 
These 16 rows form patt 

□ Rep these 16 rows twice more 
Change to 3.75mm needles 

□ Rep last 16 rows three times 
more then Rows 1-8 again 

□ Next row: k6 (10, 15, 20, 6), 

[* k2 wrapping yarn round 



needle three times for each st, 
k2 wrapping yarn round needle 
twice for each st, k3, 
k2 wrapping yarn round needle 
twice for each st, k2 wrapping 
yarn round needle three times 
for each st *, k8] to last 17 (21, 
26, 31, 17) sts, rep from * to *, 
k6 (10, 15, 20, 6), k to end 

□ Next row: as Row 10 

□ Next row: k5 (9, 9, 9, 9), 
[k2tog, k3] 21 (21, 23, 25, 27) 
times, k2tog, k to end. 

96 (104, 112, 120, 128) sts 
Change to 4mm needles and 
st st throughout 

□ Beg with a p row, cont in 
st st without shaping until 
Front meas 46cm from beg 
ending after a p row 

Pm 22 sts from Left edge 

SHAPE ARMHOLES 

□ Cast off 5 (6, 7, 8, 9) sts at 
beg of next two rows 

□ Dec one st at each end of 
next 3 (3, 5, 5, 5) rows then on 
every foil alt row until 72 (78, 
82, 88, 92) sts rem 

□ Cont without shaping until 
work meas 10 (11, 12, 12, 13) cm 
from marker ending after 

a p row 




The collar can be 
worn fully 
buttoned up, 
undone and casual 
or somewhere in 
between! 



SHAPE NECK 

□ Next row: k26 (28, 30, 32, 

33), turn, cont on this group 
of sts for left half of neck 

□ Dec one st at neck edge on 
next five rows. 21 (23, 25, 27, 

28) sts 

□ Cont without shaping 
until Front meas 17 (18, 19, 21, 
22) cm from marker ending at 
armhole edge 

SHAPE SHOULDER 

□ Cast off 7 (8, 8, 9, 9) sts at 
beg of next and foil alt row 

□ Work one row in st st 

□ Cast off rem sts 

RIGHT NECK 

□ With RS facing si next 10 (11, 
11, 12, 13) sts on to a length of 
waste yarn, then si next 10 (11, 

11, 12, 13) sts on another length 
of waste yarn 

□ With RS facing rejoin yarn to 
rem sts and k to end 

□ Complete as left half of neck 

Back 

□ Omitting neck shaping, work 
as Front until Back meas same 
as Front to shoulder shaping 
ending after a p row 

SHAPE SHOULDERS 

□ Cast off 7 (8, 8, 9, 9) sts at 
beg of next four rows then 

7 (7, 9, 9, 10) sts at beg of next 
two rows 

□ SI rem 30 (32, 32, 34, 36) sts 
on to st holder 

Sleeves 

Using 3.25mm straight needles, 
cast on 42 (44, 46, 48, 50) sts 

□ K three rows 
Change to 4mm needles 

□ Beg with a k row work four 
rows in st st 

□ Cont in st st inc one st at 
each end of next row then on 
every foil 8th (6th, 6th, 4th, 
4th) row until there are 56 (52, 
70, 54, 68) sts then on every 
foil 10th (8th, 8th, 6th, 6th) row 
until there are 68 (74, 80, 86, 
92) sts 

□ Cont without shaping until 
Sleeve meas 44cm at centre, 
ending after a p row 

SHAPE TOP 

□ Cast off 5 (6, 7, 8, 9) sts at 
beg of next two rows 

□ Work 0 (0, 2, 2, 2) rows in st 
st without shaping 

□ Dec one st at each end of 
next row and every foil k row 
until 30 (32, 38, 40, 44) sts 
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■ 




rem, then on every row 
until 20 (22, 28, 30, 34) 
sts rem 

□ Cast off 

Collar 

Join shoulders 

□ Using set of four 
3.25mm dpns, beg at 
centre Front, k across 
groupoflOCll, 11, 12,13) 
sts at right edge of Front 
inc four sts evenly, pick up 
and k 19 (19, 19, 22, 22) sts 
evenly up right Front 
neck, k across sts on st 
holder inc six sts evenly, 
pick up and k 18 (18, 18, 21, 
21) sts evenly down left 
Front neck, k across 
groupoflOdl, 11, 12,13) 
sts at left edge of Front 
inc four sts evenly. 101 
(105, 105, 115, 119) sts 
Work backwards and 
forwards in rows on these 
sts as foils: 

□ Row 1: k2, [pi, kl] to last 
st, kl 

□ Row 2: kl, [pi, kl] to end 

□ Rep these two rows 
until Collar meas 17cm 

□ Cast off 



To make up 

With WS facing block 
work to size by pinning 
out round edge. Sew in 
sleeve tops, join side and 
sleeve seams. Work a row 
of small loops to fit 
buttons spaced evenly 
along right edge of collar. 
Sew buttons on opposite 
edge LK 



knitwise I 



comi ng 
^^^issiie 



STUNNING LACE SHAWL 
FROM JAN HENLEY 



On sale Friday 14th March 



LETSLACE Knitting lace 
successfully all comes down I 

tokeepingtrackofyour I 

stitches - miss something out 
and your pattern could be ; 

thrown out of shape. But don't ' 

despair! The easiest way to 
keep everything in check is to 
place a stitch marker after 
each correct lace repeat. For 
example, the repeat on Row 1 
is 19 stitches long. Slip the 
markers on the following purl 
row, and when you come to 
repeat Row 1, you will simply 
have to keep each repeat 
within the markers. 



Join the world's busiest online craft community today! www.busymitts.com 
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Trousers, £35, Per Una at Marks & Spencer 








Lion Brand’ Yarns are now available 
at your favorite online retailers 
in the U.K. 

For questions or more information, please contact us at 
sales.uk@nonbrand.com. 




Visit iionbrand .com for over 5000 free patterns ID D I WeVe with you every stitch of the way 









c LETS KNIT EXCLUSIVE ACCESSORY PATTERN ) 



Irma combines pretty 

cables with lace detailing in these 
elegant socks from Ann Crick 




It's often been said that sock knitting is addictive and it's 
easy to see why: they're relatively quick, very portable 
and the creative possibilities are endless Designer Ann 
Crick loves to use the Eye of the Partridge heel flap, 
which not only adds extra detail to your sock, but is 
strong and hardwearing.The lovely lace pattern runs 
down the leg and top of the foot. Remember to block 
your socks afterwards to even out the lace pattern. 



START KNITTING ON P14 



KHt , 
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MEASUREMENTS & SIZES 

To fit ladies' shoe size: 3-4 (5-7 8-9) 



KNIT KIT 

Yarn: Artesano Definition Sock, 
shade 4908 Perky, one 1 0Og skein 

Needles: 2.5mm, double-pointed, 
set of five 

Stitch markers 



10cm 



TENSION SQUARE 



(/) 



E 

u 

O 



stocking stitch 
2.5mm needles 



O 






ABOUT THE YARN 

Artesano Definition Sock 

comprises 75% wool with 25% 
polyamide and is a soft, smooth yarn 
that's ideal for sock knitting. It's 
machine washable and comes in 12 
strong, solid colourways. One skein is 
enough for a pair of socks. 

Need an alternative yarn? 

Cygnet Wool Rich 4ply is a good 
value substitute, blending 75% wool 
with 25% nylon. It's machine 
washable and comes in 24 shades, 
including some lovely pink options. 
You will need two balls to make a 
pair of socks. 



SPECIAL ABBREVIATIONS 

C4B: see p88 



( FOR ABBREVIATIONS SEE PAGE 88~^ 




Artesano Definition Sock costs 
£10.95 per lOOg (400m) skein 
from 01803 524402, 
www.knittingwoolandyarn.co.uk 

Cygnet Wool Rich 4ply costs 
£2.40 per 50g (204m) ball 
from 01279 771153, 
www.modernknitting.co.uk 




WRITTEN CHART 
INSTRUCTIONS 

□ Rnd 1: [pi k2, yfwd, ssk, pi] 10 
(12, 14) times. NOTE: this is 5 (6, 
7) reps of Chart 

□ Rnd 2: [pi, k2tog, yfwd, k2, 
pi] 10 (12, 14) times 

□ Rnds 3-4: rep Rnds 1-2 

□ Rnd 5: [pi, C4B, p2, k2, yfwd, 
ssk, pi] 5 (6, 7) times 

□ Rnd 6: [pi, k2tog, yfwd, k2, 
pi] 10 (12, 14) times 

□ Rnd 7: [pi, k2, yfwd, ssk, pi] 

10 (12, 14) times 

□ Rnds 8-9: rep Rnds 6-7 

□ Rnd 10: as Rnd 6 

□ Rnd 11: [pi, k2, yfwd, ssk, p2, 
C4B, pi] 5 (6, 7) times 

□ Rnd 12: [pi, k2tog, yfwd, k2, 
pi] 10 (12, 14) times 

Rnds 1-12 set Cable patt 

START KNITTING HERE 

Socks 

Using 2.5mm dpns, cast on 60 
(72, 84) sts and distribute them 
evenly over four needles, pm 
and join rnd, taking care not to 
twist sts 

□ Rnd 1: [pi, k4, pi] 10 (12, 

14) times 

□ Rep last rnd nine times more 

□ Working from Chart or 
written instructions, rep Rnds 
1-12 of Cable patt four times, 
then Rnds 1-11 once more 

□ Rnd 12: work Chart for 30 
(36, 42) sts, work Row 1 of 
heel over next 30 (36, 42) sts 
as foils: 




Cent working on these 30 (36, 
42) sts only 

□ Row 3: si 2 kwise, [k1, 

si 1 kwise] to last two sts, k2 

□ Row 4: si 1 pwise, p to end 

□ Rep Rows 1-4 6 (8, 9) 
more times 



p2tog, pi, turn 

□ Row 3: si 1 kwise, k to one st 
before gap, ssk, k1, turn 

□ Row 4: si 1 pwise, p to one st 
before gap, p2tog, pi, turn 

□ Rep Rows 3-4 until all heel sts 
have been worked. 18 (22, 26) sts 



DIVIDE FOR HEEL 

□ Row 1: [si 1 kwise, k1] to 
end, turn 

□ Row 2: si 1 pwise, p29 (35, 
41), turn 



Key 

I I knit I O I yfwd 



TURN HEEL 

□ Row 1: si 1 kwise, k16 (20, 24), 
ssk, k1, turn 

□ Row 2: si 1 pwise, p5 (7, 9), 







knitwise 

STITCH PERFECT^ This stitch 
pattern looks really 
impressive and when you 
break it down, it's actually 
relatively easy to achieve. It 
combines basic eyelets with a 
simple cable on Rounds 5 and 
11. The eyelets are made up of 
yarn forward increases paired 
with left or right-leaning 
decreases. This creates the 
shape of the lace pattern. 

Turn to page 45 for advice on 
usinga lifeline, which is a great 
fail safe if you make a mistake. 
The cables add texture to the 
design and are worked by 
slipping two stitches on to a 
cable needle, holding these at 
the backof your work, knitting 
the next two stitches from the 
LH needle, then knitting the 
stitches off the cable needle. 
This creates a distinct twist. 



I • I purl \y^\ k2tog 

NOTE: read all Chart rows from right to left 
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Join the world's busiest online craft community today! www.busymitts.com 








"This cable pattern 
reminds me of my long 
distance friendship with 
my friend Irma, each 
having separate paths, 
loosely connecting via emails and social 
networks, then finally crossing at the 
physical meet ups" 

LK DESIGNER ANN CRICK 





GUSSET 

□ Next row: si 1 kwise, kl7 (21, 
25) heel sts, pick up and k 14 
(18, 20) sts up side of heel flap, 
pm, pick up and k one more st 
in gap between side of heel and 
top of sock, work Cable patt as 
set across top of sock, pick up 
and k one st in gap between 
top of sock and side of heel, 
pm, pick up and k 14 (18, 20) sts 
down other side of heel flap. 78 
(96, 110) sts 

Rejoin in rnd 

□ Next rnd: k33 (41, 47), work 
next 30 (36, 42) sts in Cable 
patt, pm for new beg of rnd 
Dec for instep as foils: 

□ Rnd 1: k1, sm, ssk, k to two sts 
before next marker, k2tog, sm, 
k1, patt 30 (36, 42) sts 

□ Rnd 2: k1, sm, k to next 
marker, sm, k1, patt 30 (36, 

42) sts 

□ Rep Rnds 1-2 until 60 (72, 84) 
sts rem 



coming 

nextissne 

KELLY MENZIES' LACE 
HAT AND MITTS 

On sale Friday 14th March 



□ Rep Rnd 2 only until foot 
meas to base of recipient's 
big toe 

SHAPE TOE 

□ Rnd 1: * k1, pm, ssk, k24 (30, 
36), k2tog, pm, k1, rep from 

* once more. 56 (68, 80) sts 

□ Rnd 2: k to end, slipping 
all markers 

□ Rnd 3: * kl, sm, ssk, k to two 
sts before next marker, k2tog, 
sm, kl, rep from * once more. 52 
(64, 76) sts 

□ Rnd 4: k to end, slipping 
all markers 

□ Rep Rnds 3-4 three more 
times. 40 (52, 64) sts 

□ Rep Rnd 3 8 (10, 13) times 
more until 8 (12, 12) sts rem 

□ Cut yarn leaving a long tail, 
divide sts evenly over two dpns 
and hold them parallel with 
yarn coming from back needle 

□ Graft toe using Kitchener 
st (see p91) 

Weave in ends LK 





www.stashfineyarns.com 




Shop I Online | Phone 



Open Monday-Friday 10am-4am & Saturday 11 pm-5pni 






Units 47-48, Evans Business Centre 
Minerva Avenue, Chester, CH1 4QL 
T; 01244 389310 
E: info@stashfineyarns.com 



Only OA« be epiHled M one Until We neterve Ute ri^ht to lekhUrew oner wHhouL pnlor nouce. 
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Head outdoors. Give your green spaces a 
knitty facelift with Arne and Carlos's latest 
book, Knit-and-Crochet Garden. £12.99, 

, 01892 510850, www.searchpress.com ‘ 
READjER OFFER Get £1 off and free UK 
p&p, quote Let's Knit when ordering ^ 



Bring the outdoors in. We love 
these flowerpot and watering 
can buttons from Crafty 
Ribbons! 50p each from 

01258 455889, 
www.craftyribbons.com 



Love flowers. Gillian Gladrag's 
exquisite Flora Fina yarn, 
embellished with handfelted 
flowers, is perfect for a special 
springtime knit. £38.95, 01306 
898144, www.gilliangladrag.co.uk 



OUTDOORS 



Splash around. These 
striking wellies are full of 
the joys of spring. £39.95, 

^ 01326 640075, 

www.seasalt 
tTjy cornwall.co.uk 



Be inspired by our fabulous 
selection of goodies! 



Sing in the rain. Make 
sure you're ready for 
the showers with this 
Aubrey Rose walking 
umbrella. £30, 

0845 026 2440, 
,www.cathkidston.com ■ 



S pring is such an inspiring time of year and, as 
it's only just around the corner, we've picked 
out some brilliant products that sum up the 
season. We've got fantastic project ideas, beautiful 
yarn, embellishments and needles, plus some treats 
for the home and garden. Enjoy! 



Dig for victory. This pretty RFIS 
Chrysanthemum trowel and fork 
set would be a great Mother's Day 
gift. £19.95, 0114 233 8262, 
www.burgonandball.com 



Pack up and go. Denise 
Interchangeables' 
Densie 2Go travel set is 
the perfect size for your 
handbag. £46.50, for 
stockists go to 
WWW. h a n tex.co. u k 



Grow your own. These pretty 
seed packets are for tasty home 
grown fruit, herbs and veg. From 
£1.50, 0207 431 5553, 
www.thebalconygardener.com 



Feel the flower power. 

Make your needle stash as 
pretty as can be with 
bead-topped bamboo 
needles. From £2.99, 

www.funkyneedles.co.uk 



SITTING COMFORTABLY? 



GREEN FINGERED 



FULL BLOOM 



JUSTBOOT-IFUL 



RAINY DAYS 



TOOLS OF THE TRADE 



SOW SATISFYING 



PRETTY& 

PRACTICAL 
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Single Leaf Patterns from the DY Choice pattern collection using Baby Joy DK 



For details of the complete DY Choice range please visit: 
WWW. de signeryar ns .uk. c om/dy- choic e 
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MEASUREMENTS & SIZES 
Scarf: 



( LET’S KNIT EXCLUSIVE ACCESSORY PATTERNS) 



Neck tube: 50cm long x 7.5cm wide 
Overall length: 134cm 
Bag: 19cm deep x 24cm wide 



KNIT KIT 

Yarn: Scarf: Rowan Fine Lace, 
shade 925 Quaint, two 50g balls. 
Bag: (A) Rowan Softknit Cotton, 
shade 583 Aged Rose, two 50g 
balls, (B) Rowan Fine Lace, shade 
925 Quaint, one 50g ball 
Needles: Scarf: 3.75mm, 3.75mm 
double-pointed, set of four, 4mm, 
one (for casting off). Bag: 3mm, 
3.25mm, 3.75mm, 5mm, one (for 
casting off) 

Tapestry needle 
Sewing needle and thread 
Stitch holder (for scarf, optional) 
Beads: silver, glass, 4mm, 34 
Fabric: 56cm x 40cm 
Wadding: 54cm x 38cm 
Chain: silver, 1m 
Popper: clear, one 

NOTE: if you are making both the 
scarf and bag, two balls of Rowan 
Fine Lace are sufficient, all needles 
are pairs of straight needles unless 
otherwise stated 



TENSION SQUARE 



Stocking stitch 
(Rowan Fine 
Lace) 

3.75mm needles 



23 sts 



TENSION SQUARE 



stocking stitch 
(Rowan Softknit 
Cotton) 

3.25mm needles 



23 sts 




Rowan Fine Lace costs £7.94 
per 50g (400m) ball, Rowan 
Softknit Cotton costs £5.50 per 
50g (105m) ball from 
01244 389310, 
www.stashfineyarns.com 



Debbie Bliss 
Rialto Lace 
costs £4.95 
per 50g 
(390m) ball 
from 01925 764231, 
www.blacksheepwools.com 




is an elegant bag 
and scarf set from Charmaine Fletcher 

This set is a great example of the versatility of laceweight yarn.The scarf is light and airy 
and drapes beautifully. The diamond panels on the ends hang like a well-knotted cravat 
and are the height of elegance.The matching bag is knitted in a soft, cotton DK and is 
embellished with dainty ruffles in the matching lace yarn. 




START KNITTING HERE 

SCARF 

Panels (make two) 

Using 3.75mm nee<dles and 
thumb metho(d, cast on 
three sts 

□ Rowl (RS): kl mlr, kl, mU 
kl. Five sts 

□ Row 2: k 

□ Row 3: kl, mlr, k to last st, 
mil, kl. Seven sts 

□ Rows 4-5: rep Rows 2-3. 

Nine sts 

□ Row 6: k4, pi, k4 

□ Row 7: kl, mlr, k to last st, 
mil, kl. 11 sts 

□ Row 8: k4, p to last four 
sts, k4 

□ Rep Rows 7-8 until there are 
79 sts, ending after a WS row 
Commence decs as foils: 

□ Next row (RS): kl, ssk, k to 
last three sts, k2tog, kl. 77 sts 

□ Next row: k4, p to last four 
sts, k4 

□ Rep last two rows until 
29 sts rem 

□ Using 4mm needle, cast off 
loosely pwise 

Cut yarn leaving a long tail 

Neck tube 

NOTE: as yarn is quite delicate, 
cast all your sts on to a 
3.75mm straight needle before 
transferring the sts to dpns 
Using 3.75mm straight needle 
and thumb method, cast 
on 40 sts 

□ Row 1: using a 3.75mm dpn. 



kl3, using a second dpn, kl4, 
using a third dpn, kl3 
Pm and join in the rnd taking 
care not to twist sts, using a 
fourth dpn to k with, cont 
as foils: 

□ K every rnd until work 
meas 48cm 

Transfer sts on to a holder then 
lightly block tube allowing it to 
stretch lengthways to no longer 
than 50cm 

NOTE: a semi-finished length of 
48cm accommodates a 2cm 
stretch, eventually achieving the 
perfect length 

□ Add more rnds or unravel 
rnds as necessary 

□ Cast off 

To make up 

Block pieces to given 
dimensions, noting comments 
above regarding stretch in Neck 
tube section. When dry, weave 
in all yarn tails except those of 
diagonal flat sides. Using these 
yarn tails, gather each diagonal 
flat side to match size of Neck 
tube openings. Fold in edges of 
Neck tube openings, creating 
hems of 3-4mm, and tack in 
place. Fit gathered ends to each 
opening and pin in place, 
adjusting so gathers are even. 
Sew in place using yarn tails. 
Weave in ends 

BAG 

Front 

Thread each ball of yarn A with 
17 beads 




Using 3.25mm needles, 
yarn A and thumb method, 
cast on 55 sts 

□ Row 1 (RS): p 

□ Row 2: k 

□ Row 3: k3, pb, * k2, pb, rep 
from * to last three sts, k3 

□ Rows 4-5: p 

□ Row 6 (WS): p 

□ Beg and ending with a k row, 
work 17 rows in st st 

□ Row 24 (WS): k 

□ Beg with a k row work 18 
rows in st st 

□ Row 43 (RS): p 

□ Beg and ending with a p row, 
work 19 rows in st st 

□ Using 3mm needle, cast off 
kwise 

Back 

Using 3.25mm needles, a new 
pre-threaded ball of yarn A, 
and thumb method, cast 
on 55 sts 

□ Work Rows 1-5 as for Front, 
then beg with a p row work 57 
rows in st st 

□ Using 3mm needles, cast 
off kwise 



SPECIAL 
ABBREVIATIONS 
mlr: insert needle under 
horizontal strand between sts 
from back to front k into front 
of this loop 

mil: insert needle under 
horizontal strand between sts 
from front to back, k into back 
of this loop 



ABOUT THE YARN 
Rowan Fine Lace is a luxurious 
mix of 80% baby suri alpaca and 
20% merino wool. Rowan 
Softknit Cotton is a DK weight 
yarn that blends 92% cotton and 
8% polyamide, and the chainette 
construction keeps it light to 
wear. It's machine washable and 
comes in 14 shades. 



Need an alternative yarn? 

Debbie Bliss Rialto Lace is a 

pure merino lace yarn that 
would work well as a 
substitute. Choose from 28 
shades. For the bag, you'll 
need a lightweight DK yarn 
that's a close colour match to 
your lace yarn. 











Ruffles 

NOTE: make three ruffles as 
instructed, picking up sts from 
top, middle and lower p 
row ridges 

□ Using 3mm needles and 
yarn B, with RS facing and 
working one row down from 
main part of bag’s last p 
border, starting one st in from 
edge pick up and k 53 sts 

□ Next row: kfb in every st. 

106 sts 

Change to 3.75mm needles 

□ Row 1 (RS): k to end 

□ Row 2: si 1 pwise, p to last 
st, kl 

□ Row 3: si 1 kwise, k to end 

□ Rep Rows 2-3 until work 
meas 6.5cm ending after 

a WS row 

□ Using 5mm needle, cast off 
loosely pwise 

Strap holders 

(make two) 

Using 3.25mm needles, yarn 
A and thumb method, cast 
on 12 sts 

□ Cast off pwise 

NOTE: the opposite side will 
have a ridge along the centre, 
this is RS of Strap holder 

To make up 

Gently block each ruffle if 
necessary. Using a main body 
piece with a wide side placed 
on a fold of lining fabric, cut 
out lining, allowing at least 
2cm seam allowance. Cut 
wadding 2cm smaller than 
lining. Centre it over wrong 
side of lining and fold edges 
over twice, mitring corners if 
necessary. Pin, then tack in 
place. Oversew corners and 
hems in place using clear 
thread. Fold in half, with right 
sides together, aligning top 
edges. Pin in place, then 
neatly oversew seams using 
clear thread. Centre press 
stud and stitch to lining. Sew 
sides and base of knitted bag 
using yarn A and mattress 
stitch. Thread yarn tail of each 
Strap holder through last link 
on chain and centre on holder. 
Using Strap holder’s yarn tails, 
draw them through side seam 
of bag, just above line of purl 
stitches below beads. Sew in 
place to secure Strap holder. 
Repeat on other side. Place 
lining inside knitted bag 
matching up side seams. Pin 
in place and sew using clear 
thread, catching both layers in 
position LK 



knitwise 

BEAD DELIGHTFUL 

To thread beads on to knitting 
yarn, cut a short length of 
sewing cotton and thread 
through a sewing needle. Knot 
the cotton to make a loop. 
Thread your yarn through this 
loop and fold the end over. 
Slide your beads on to the 
sewing needle and push them 
down the cotton loop and on 
to the yarn. To place a bead, 
bring your yarn to the RS of the 
work between the needles and 
slip the next stitch purlwise. 
Slide the bead up the yarn so it 
sits as close to the work as 
possible in front of the slipped 
stitch. Take the yarn back 
between the needles and 
continue as instructed. 
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Top from a selection from Ben de Lisi @ Principles at Debenhams, Jeans £19.99 T.K Maxx 



STATION 



Our round-up of what's 
hot in the knitting 
universe 



Ears to You! 



How adorable are these elephant ears from Sweet and 
Simple Baby Crochet by Kristi Simpson? Ideal for your 
little Dumbo... 01892 510850, www.searchpress.com 




Knit Your OwrfDog 

A man’s best friend, right? Well, now you can knit yourself 
a Golden Retriever, Beagle or Dachshund with these 
incredible kits by Sally Muir and Joanna Osborne, based 
on their popular book Best In Show. 0207 605 1421, 
www.lovecrafts.co.uk 




has sprung fS - 
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Check out Magazine 55, 
the latest spring/summer 
collection from Rowan. 

01484 681881, 

WWW. knit rowan 









Up, Up and 
Away! 

The Hand-Knitted 
Nursery includes 
heaps of creative ideas 
for nurseries, such as 
this beautiful hot air 
balloon mobile. Look 
out for an interview 
with author 
Melanie Porter on 
wivw.letsknit.co.iik! 
£13.99, 0207025 
2200, www.ryland 
peters.com 
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News 




Collywobbles 



? ■ ' / Have you met the 

^ Collywobbles? Designed by 

Brigitta Dau, each character has 
their own story and personality, from ex-hippy 
Uncle Floyd to wise soul Mary Lou. 

Available as finished items, 
patterns or kits from 
collywobblecounty. etsy. com 



/?} Did voul 



The oldest mittens in 
the world were found 
by archaeologists in 
Latvia - they were 
V.ten centuries old ! ^ 



The 

Gucci Project 

Students at Central Saint 
Martins recently won first place 
in the Gucci Project with these 
pink coats using UK Alpaca 
yarn. The darker pink coat is all 
hand tufted,” said project 
leader Adnan Jalal. Find out 
more about UK Alpaca at 
www.ukalpaca.com or call 
01884 243579. 



Be There 



WeYe all about homewares this March, and we 
just couldn’t resist this beautiful Granny 
Square blanket kit from Warm Pixie. It costs 
£45 and includes a crochet hook, pattern, and 
luxurious lambswool yarn from the Pennines. 
Go to www.notonthehighstreet.com or call 
0845 259 1359. 



of the Month 



C' I \ For Peace is a charitable 

1 initiative that raises money for 
. various causes by encouraging 

f ^ I together. In the 

r 5. I past it has raised money 

^ ^ through knitting holidays, as well 

Wmm ‘ j- as distributing items knitted by 

‘ % volunteers. Its latest campaign 

asks for baby layettes, including 
‘ 1 clothes, bootees and 

/ 1 1 ^3ts. The site provides free 

patterns for knitters to work 

from, including this pretty 

matinee jacket by Debbie Bliss. For more information, go 

to www.knitforpeace.org.uk or call on 0207 794 9835. 



Bow-wow-wow 

Keep your needles together in this 
adorable knitting roll from John 
Lewis.Woof woof. 0845 604 9049, 
www.johnlewis.com 
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FASHION AIR PRINT 

Light as a feather and amazingly soft to the touch 

Choose from seven lightly brushed irresistible shade effects 




Visit our website www.rico-design.co.uk 






c LET’S KNIT EXCLUSIVE 

Alma is a stylish cabled 

cardigan by Sidfl BtoWH 

A pretty cardigan is a wardrobe staple, and we think this 
gorgeous green number is the perfect go-to option.Alma's 
apple shade and simple shape make it great for slipping 
over your shoulders on a chilly spring evening, and it’s 
always good to keep lots of layers handy, incase of 
unexpected cold snaps! Alma boasts a distinctive cabled 
stitch pattern, which creates a marvellous texture, and 
makes your homemade knit look like a designer splurge. 



START KNITTING ON P24 
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MEASUREMENTS & SIZES 

Dress size (approx): 

8-10 12-14 16-18 20-22 

To fit chest (cm): 

82-87 92-97 102-107 112-117 

Actual chest (cm): 

87 97 107 117 

Length to shoulder (cm): 

50 52 54 56 

Sleeve length (cm): 30 



KNIT KIT 

Yarn: Debbie Bliss Rialto DK, shade 
09 Apple, 11 (13, 14, 16) 50g balls 

Needles: 3.25mm, 4mm 
Cable needle 
Button: one, large 
Stitch markers 



TENSION SQUARE I 



stocking stitch 
4mm needles 



22 sts 



ABOUT THE YARN 
Debbie Bliss Rialto DK is a 100% 
merino wool yarn, perfect for 
year-round use. It is available in a 
range of pretty colours, and gives 
a fabulous stitch definition. 

Need an alternative yarn? 

Wendy Merino DK is a lovely soft 
yarn made from 100% merino 
wool. It's great value for money, 
and is available in shade Green 
Apple - an ideal colour match. 

SPECIAL ABBREVIATIONS 
Cr3B - cross 3 back, slip next two 
sts on to cn and hold at back of 
work, k1,k2 from cn 

Cr3F - cross 3 front, slip next st on 
to cn and hold at front of work, k2, 
k1 from cn 

y2rn - yarn twice round needle 



( FOR ABBREVIATIONS SEE PAGE 88^ 




Debbie Bliss Rialto DK costs 
£4.95 per 50g (105m) ball 
from 01782 862332, 
www.cucumberpatch.co.uk 



Wendy Merino DK 
costs £4.19 per 50g 
(116m) ball from 
0800 488 0708, 
www.deramores.com 
Get 10% off all 
orders at Deramores, 
turn to page 33 




START KNITTING HERE 

Back 

Using 3.25nnnn needles, cast on 
105 (117, 129, 141) sts 

□ P 21 rows 

□ Next row (WS): p4, [ml, p6] 
to last five sts, m1, p5. 122 (136, 
150, 164) sts 

Change to 4mm needles 

□ Row 1: p2, [k6, pi, Cr3B, Cr3F, 
pi] to last eight sts, k6, p2 

□ Row 2: p to end 

□ Rows 3-6: rep Rows 1-2 
twice more 

□ Row 7: p2, [Cr3B, Cr3F, p1, 
k6, p1] to last eight sts, Cr3B, 
Cr3F, p2 

□ Row 8: p to end 

□ Rows 9-12: rep Rows 7-8 
twice more 

These 12 rows form patt 

□ Cont in patt until Back meas 
30 (31, 32, 33) cm from cast-on 
edge, ending after a WS row, 
pm at each end of last row 

□ Cont in patt until Back meas 
48 (50, 52, 54) cm from cast- 



on edge, ending after a 
WS row 

SHAPE UPPER ARMS 

□ Cast off seven sts at beg 
of next six rows. 80 (94, 108, 
122) sts 

SHAPE SHOULDERS 

□ Cast off 7 (10, 12, 15) sts at 
beg of next two rows and 8 
(10, 13, 15) sts at beg of foil two 
rows. 50 (54, 58, 62) sts 

□ Cast off 

Left front 

Using 3.25mm needles, cast on 
59 (65, 71, 77) sts 

□ P 21 rows 

□ Next row (WS): p12, [ml, p6] 
to last five sts, ml, p5. 67 (74, 

81, 88) sts 

Change to 4mm needles 

FIRST AND THIRD 
SIZES ONLY 

□ Row 1: p2, [Cr3B, Cr3F, pi, k6, 
pi] to last nine sts, p9 




□ Row 2: p to end 

□ Rows 3-6: rep Rows 1-2 
twice more 

□ Row 7: p2, [k6, pi, Cr3B, 

Cr3F, pi] to last nine sts, p9 

□ Row 8: p to end 

□ Rows 9-12: rep Rows 7-8 
twice more 

These 12 rows form patt 

SECOND AND FOURTH 
SIZES ONLY 

□ Row 1: p2, [k6, pi, Cr3B, Cr3F, 
pi] to last 16 sts, k6, plO 

□ Row 2: p to end 

□ Rows 3-6: rep Rows 1-2 
twice more 

□ Row 7: p2, [Cr3B, Cr3F, pi, 
k6, pi] to last 16 sts, Cr3B, 

Cr3F, plO 

□ Row 8: p to end 

□ Rows 9-12: rep Rows 7-8 
twice more 

These 12 rows form patt 

ALL SIZES 

□ Cont in patt until front meas 
25 (26, 27, 28) cm from cast-on 
edge, ending after a WS row 

SHAPE FRONT NECK 

□ Row 1: patt to last 11 sts, 
p2tog, p9 

□ Next row: p to end 

□ Rep these two rows 20 (22, 
24, 26) times more. 46 (51, 56, 
61) sts 

□ Cont in patt until front meas 
same as Back to upper arms, 
ending at side edge 

SHAPE UPPER ARM 

□ Cast off seven sts at beg of 
next, and two foil RS rows. 25 
(30, 35, 40) sts 

□ Work one row in patt 

SHAPE SHOULDER 

□ Cast off 7 (10, 12, 15) sts at 
beg of next row. 18 (20, 23, 

25) sts 

□ Work one row 

□ Cast off 8 (10, 13, 15) sts at 
beg of next row. Ten sts 

□ P until band fits halfway 
across Back neck 

□ Cast off 



knitwise 

SWAPSIES: When changing 
needle sizes, the easiest way 
is to simply knit the next row 
with the new size, then 
continue with both needles 
in the new size. No need to 
slip stitches between 
various needles. 








t "Charity shops can he a good source for 
bargain buttons and other bits and 
bobs. Keep an eye out for cheap 
clothing with pretty embellishments 
that you don 't mind pulling apart - this can often 
save you some money. ” 

LK EDITORIAL ASSISTANT ABBI HENDERSON 



Right front 

Using 3.25nnnn needles, cast on 
59 (65, 71, 77) sts 

□ P 21 rows 

□ Next row (WS): p5, [nnl, p6] 
to last 12 sts, ml, p12. 67 (74, 81, 
88) sts 

Change to 4mm needles 

FIRST AND THIRD 
SIZES ONLY 

□ Row 1: p10, [k6, pi, Cr3B, 
Cr3F, p1] to last st, p1 

□ Row 2: p to end 

□ Rows 3-6: rep Rows 1-2 
twice more 

□ Row 7: p10, [Cr3B, Cr3F, p1, 
k6, p1] to last st, pi 

□ Row 8: p to end 

□ Rows 9-12: rep Rows 7-8 
twice more 

These 12 rows form patt 

SECOND AND FOURTH 
SIZES ONLY 

□ Row 1: p10, [k6, p1, Cr3B, 
Cr3F, p1] to last eight sts, 
k6, p2 

□ Row 2: p to end 

□ Rows 3-6: rep Rows 1-2 
twice more 

□ Row 7: plO, [Cr3B, Cr3F, pi, 
k6, p1] to last eight sts, Cr3B, 
Cr3F, p2 

□ Row 8: p to end 

□ Rows 9-12: rep Rows 7-8 
twice more 

These 12 rows form patt 

ALL SIZES 

□ Cont in patt until front meas 
25 (26, 27, 28) cm from cast-on 
edge, ending after a WS row 

SHAPE FRONT NECK 

□ Row 1 (buttonhole row): p4, 
p2tog, y2rn, p2tog, pi, p2tog, 
patt to end. 66 (73, 80, 87) sts 

□ Next row: p to end, working 
into both loops from y2rn on 
prev row 

□ Next row: p9, p2tog, patt 
to end 

□ Rep last two rows 19 (21, 

23, 25) times more. 46 (51, 56, 
61) sts 

□ Cont in patt until front meas 
same as Back to upper arms, 
ending at side edge 

SHAPE UPPER ARM 

□ Cast off seven sts at beg of 
next, and two foil WS rows. 25 
(30, 35, 40) sts 

□ Work one row in patt 

SHAPE SHOULDER 

□ Cast off 7 (10, 12, 15) sts at 
beg of next row. 18 (20, 23, 

25) sts 

□ Work one row 



□ Cast off 8 (10, 13, 15) sts at 
beg of next row. Ten sts 

□ P until band fits halfway 
across Back neck 

□ Cast off 

Sleeves 

Using 3.25mm needles, cast on 
75 (81, 87, 93) sts 

□ P 21 rows 

□ Next row (WS): p4, [ml, p6] 
to last five sts, ml, p5. 87 (94, 
101, 108) sts 

Change to 4mm needles 

FIRST AND THIRD 
SIZES ONLY 

□ Row 1: p2, [k6, pi, Cr3B, Cr3F, 
pi] to last st, p1 

□ Row 2: p to end 

□ Rows 3-6: rep Rows 1-2 
twice more 

□ Row 7: p2, [Cr3B, Cr3F, p1, 
k6, p1] to last st, p1 

□ Row 8: p to end 

□ Rows 9-12: rep Rows 7-8 
twice more 

These 12 rows form patt 



SECOND AND FOURTH 
SIZES ONLY 

□ Row 1: p2, [k6, p1, Cr3B, Cr3F, 
pi] to last eight sts, k6, p2 

□ Row 2: p to end 

□ Rows 3-6: rep Rows 1-2 
twice more 

□ Row 7: p2, [Cr3B, Cr3F, pi, 
k6, p1] to last eight sts, Cr3B, 
Cr3F, p2 

□ Row 8: p to end 

□ Rows 9-12: rep Rows 7-8 
twice more 

These 12 rows form patt 

ALL SIZES 

□ Cont in patt until Sleeve 



meas 30cm from cast-on edge, 
ending after a WS row 

SHAPE SLEEVE HEAD 

□ Cast off seven sts at beg of 
next ten rows. 17 (24, 31, 38) sts 

□ Cast off 

To make up 

Join shoulder and upper arm 
seams. Join cast-off edges of 
neckband then sew to back 
neck. Sew sleeves to Back 
and fronts between markers. 
Join side and sleeve seams. 

Sew on button LK 



Join the world's busiest online craft community today! www.busymitts.com 
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- THE YARN CAKE'S 
ANTJEKARL JUST 
CAN'T GET ENOUGH! 






DOJ 




and u/eke^ cLainj^ samediinM % 

Six months on from the British Knitting 
Awards, Amy Adams catches up with 
some familiar faces. 



O n an October evening last 
year, a room in Alexandra 
Palace was host to some of 
the biggest names in the UK 
knitting industry. With many 
sporting handknitted lace shawls and fun 
crocheted brooches, they had gathered 
together for the British Knitting Awards. 
Most had been exhibiting at the Knitting 
and Stitching Show that day, which was 
still taking place in the nearby halls. 
Champagne was flowing and laughter was 
spreading as shop owners, spinners and 
designers all celebrated a successful year. 

Some of the attendees had travelled 
from far and wide, with shop owners 
coming from Wales, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland in order to receive 
their award, so the atmosphere was one 
of pure excitement. 

The Yarn Cake’s Antje Karl spoke about 
winning the award for Scotland’s Best 
Independent Store. “We couldn't really 
believe it at first... but once it sank in, we 
were delighted! Especially since it was 
decided by the public - it's the biggest 
vote of confidence you can have from your 
customers, and that so many made the 
effort to go online and vote for us was 
really quite touching.” 

“It was really brilliant actually, I was really 
humbled,” said Gerald Allt of I Knit, in 
London, winner of Best Independent Store 
for south England. “It was really nice to be 
voted for by the people who come into the 
shop. It reassured me that what we’re 
doing is right.” 

“You could just be 
who you wanted” 

Gerald Allt first started selling yarn from a 
market stall eight years ago. “I didn’t know 
any knitters! I’d only just started knitting so 
I thought if I opened a stall as a hobby, I 
might be able to supply myself with yarn 



and make some new friends. And that 
quickly moved into a knitting group, and then 
the two got combined within six to eight 
months, and we opened the shop.” 

The fusion of yarn shop and meeting place 
saw I Knit soar in popularity, so much so that 
they soon had to move to bigger premises. 
“We provided a space that you could shop in 
as well as knit in. There was no pressure to do 
either, you could just be who you wanted. It 
was a space which I think the community 
really needed at the time. There was already 
a wave building and we opened at the right 
time in the right place. I don’t know where 
I got the energy from now, when I think 
about it!” 

The Yarn Cake’s Antje Karl is equally 
enthusiastic about the community element. 
Combining yarn shop with cafe, she wanted 
to provide a unique service for knitters. “I'd 
previously managed a cafe back in Ireland, so 
I knew that was an industry I was 
comfortable in. But I felt I needed to bring 



something unique to it. I was mulling this 
over with friends one evening at my cafe- 
based knitting group, just after we'd 
lamented the lack of good yarn shops in the 
area, when inspiration struck!” 

Now, The Yarn Cake continues to be 
hugely successful. “We have a real 
community of knitters that come and spend 
time here, provide support for each other, 
and show off their projects. Plus, customers 
find it a lot easier to convince their partners 
or kids to come along when there's a 
promise of cake!” 

“Having a giggle is 
a necessity” 

If there is one thing the winners all have 
in common, it is the ability to adapt to 
changing markets, and keep their 
customers’ needs in mind. 

Sara Mulvey, marketing director of north 
England’s winner. Black Sheep Wools, said 
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"Knitting has always been a community event, really. I think 
it's a bit like roller blading - people like to show ojf!" 

GERALD ALT, I KNIT 



the store had never planned to become a 
national brand. “We have retailed knitting 
wool and cross stitch for over 30 years and 
it has changed so much during that time. 

At one point we had six high street stores, 
then the market declined and we just retailed 
at craft shows. Now the internet has changed 
it all over again. The one thing that has 
underpinned all of these changes is how we 
feel about our products. I knit, crochet or 
stitch every night and 95% of our team are 
the same.” 

As winners of Best Knitting Blog, Sara 
emphasises that this passion is found across 
the entire company. “Amy, who writes our 
blog, loves what she writes about. We don't 
just report on our own projects, either; our 
customers are a large part of it too.” 

Eleanor Burke, manager of Knit 
Nottingham and winner of the Best 
Independent Store for the Midlands, agreed. 
“Of course it's about personal service but I 
don't think that's changed any since the 
internet. I think it's about being able to stand 
tall behind the products you sell, having the 
knowledge to help people get the right yarn 
and pattern for them and the ability to 
communicate that without putting people 
off. People come to yarn shops as a break 
from real life, so having a laugh and a giggle 
is a necessity.” 

This fun atmosphere has had a huge 
impact on Knit Nottingham’s success. 

Eleanor opened the store three year’s ago 
after her local closed down. “We were really 
sad that there would be no affordable but 



KNITTING CLASSES GET 
I UND ERWAY AT I KNIT, | 





I BLACK SHEEP WOOLS, IN ■ 
WAR RINGTON, IS A HAVE N OF 
■■ DELICIOUS YARNS 



exciting yarns so I decided I had to do it 
myself! We wanted to create a comfortable, 
colourful slightly-mad haven for knitters and 
crocheters of all levels. It's a relaxed shop - a 
little bit boozy, a lot messy and full of creative 
fun. A lot of my customers have been with us 
from the beginning of their yarn journey with 
our Learn to Knit and Crochet lessons.” 

“You share 
people’s lives” 

Found in small, rural Newtown, Caroline’s 
Wool Shop is winner of the Best Independent 
Yarn Store in Wales. It has a knitting heritage 
that dates right back to World War II. Its 
current owner, Helen Lloyd, has been 
working in the shop for 38 years, and her 
mother worked there for nine years before 
that. “It’s a long time, but I came in when I 
was 16 so I’ve grown up with it.” 

She muses on her unique relationship with 
customers. “I can remember people who 
have had children, whose children have now 
had children, and they all come to the shop. I 
don’t feel old enough, but I’m dealing with 
some people two generations on.” It is this 
special bond between shop and customers 
that has made the shop so well loved. 

“People can ring me up and I know instantly 
what they like. We laugh because they come 
in and say, ‘well, you know which colour I’m 
going to choose!’ 

“I always think knitting gets people 
through lots of experiences: the birth of a 
baby, if someone’s been poorly. Even in a 
bereavement, knitting often sees them 
through. It sounds bizarre but it is true, it’s a 
very unique thing. But that’s part of the job - 
you share people’s lives.” 

Now, Helen is busy planning the 
yarnbombing of a tree outside the shop. 
“We’re in a little town where things are 
struggling a bit. We’re lucky because we’re 
quite busy, but you’ve got to get out there 
and promote things. Our customers are 
lovely, and they enjoy knitting these quirky 
little things. It will give everybody a little bit 
of joy, and a bit of a laugh. It’s a boost to 
think that shops are alive and we’re 
doing something.” 



"There is nothing like 
having a squidge of yarn! 
It is such a tactile product 
that being able to touch, and 
even smell it, is amazing. " 

SARA MULVEY, 

BLACK SHEEP WOOLS 





Ruth Chester, 
The Little 
Knitting 
^mpany 



Winner of Best Ready-to- 
Use kits. The Little Knitting Company, is 
an online store that has found success in 
creating new and unique designs. We 
caught up with founder Ruth Chester. 



Where did the idea for The Little Knitting 
Company come from? 

Early in 2008 1 wanted to source a particular 
brand of 100% wool in the UK but couldn't. 
This led me to want to create an online 
source for mainly natural fibre based yarns in 
a variety of textures, colours and weights. 

I travelled to Italy and had a wonderful time 
choosing what I hoped would work. 

Where do you come up with ideas for kits? 
They cover such a broad spectrum - from 
fun juggling toys to dramatic lace Jackets, 
small portable projects to larger complex 
garments. Having a young family means that 
there are often strange conversations, 
drawings, models and existing toys; these 
can be a great source of inspiration. It's not 
Just me though, we commission work from 
many designers, and friends and customers 
come up with ideas too. 

What do people love about knitting kits? 
Having all that is needed to make the project 
is great if you do not have an existing 
selection of needles. Our customers love kits 
for many reasons, especially new or early 
knitters, or those looking for gifts. 

How did it feel to win the award? 

It was a wonderful surprise. It's such an 
honour but one we could not have achieved 
without the support of my husband, family, 
friends and of course our customers. Such a 
lot has happened in the last six years, the 
company has grown beyond all recognition. 
It's amazing when we think of all the changes 
that have a I ready taken place and of those 
that are to come. Thank you. 



Go to www.thelittleknitting 
company.co.uk or call 01367 710362. 
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Louisa Harding is a 
knitwear designer who 
has been capturing the 
imagination of the 
knitting world for 25 
years. She is known 
for her breathtaking feminine 
style, and her luxuriously sumptuous 
yarn collections. 



4LOOIONG 

to iJie SKY 

We catch up with winner of Best Designer at 
the British Knitting Awards, Louisa Harding 



point. I am very lucky to have creative control 
over the photography - 1 do all the styling and 
my husband, Steve, is my photographer. So the 
ideas really can be translated from yarn, 
through to patterns and final images. 



which gives knitted fabric fabulous drape and 
sheen. Silk is amazing for the way it takes 
colour, cotton yarns produce a fabulous 
stitch structure. Am I indecisive? Yes... 



j How did it feel to win Best Designer? 

I was extremely flattered as it was voted for 
by the public. As a designer I often work in 
isolation, so this recognition was a huge 
compliment. 

How did you begin designing knitwear? 

I studied Textiles for Fashion at Brighton 
University, where I learnt all the theory about 
designing. I was not a knitter before, and until 
I I undertook a three-month internship at 
1 Rowan, I had never knitted a full garment or 
I followed a pattern! 

I travel to Italy twice a year to the Pitti Fillati 
show in Italy to source my yarns. At the 
event, the leading manufacturers show all of 
I their new collections - 1 especially like 
anything feminine with drape and elegance. 

I Where does your inspiration come from 
I and what's your design process like? 

I Each season I start with an inspiration point, 
j For the spring/summer 2014 collection, it 
I was looking to the sky, to the constellations 
and stars. 

Once I have selected my yarns, I put 
together a shade range. When I receive the 
samples I begin working on my designs, 
always thinking of my starting inspiration 



What's a typical working day like for you? 

I don't really have one! My work schedule 
revolves in seasonal fluctuations. Last week I 
was teaching in New York, and on my return I 
stopped in Italy to attend Pitti Fillati to look at 
yarns for the spring/summer 2015 season. This 
week I will be working on my tax return and 
hoping that at some point I will be able to start 
designing for the autumn/winter 2014-15 
collection. At the same time, I will be 
coordinating shade cards for the new 
collections, planning and booking the 
upcoming photography, and receiving samples 
of the new 2015 yarns. The main constants of 
my working day are that at some point I will take 
the dog for a walk and make the family meal... 

Do you have a favourite yarn? 

That's like asking if you have a favourite child! 
They all have their unique and special qualities. 
Sometimes I forget how beautiful a yarn is until I 
start working with it again, and I think, "Oh, this 
is really lovely..." 

Which is your favourite fibre to work with? 

Different fibres have different qualities. 

The noble fibres, cashmere and alpaca, are 
beautiful - but I also like working with viscose. 



What's the best thing about local 
yarn shops? 

Over the last few years, the local yarn shop 
has become more of a meeting and gathering 
place. Knitters tend to be of a similar 
sensibility, because they understand the 
time and patience that goes into a project. 
Today, when many people live away from 
their families, the local yarn shop has 
become a haven for crafters to come 
together to create their own 'family'. 

That and they sell yarn... 

Do you have a favourite local yarn shop, 
or fond memories of any? 

I have a very specific memory of a yarn shop 
that used to be on Tottenham Court Road 
called Creativity. I grew up in London, and 
when I was still a student, I went there to buy 
yarn from their bargain bucket and 
purchased a copy of 'The Harmony Guide to 
Knitting Stitches' by Lyric Books. I worked my 
way through this book, using all sorts of 
different yarns that inspired my love of the 
knitted stitch, and I still use it today. 

To see Louisa Harding's full range 
and to find a stockist near you, 
go to www.designeryarns.uk.com 
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The 

Crafty Yam 


BUY ONLINE AT 




www.thecraftyyarnshop.co.uk 



A wide range of Knitting Wool, Patterns, 
Needles & Accessories from Top Brands 
at Competitive Prices 



0 Sirdar 0 Debbie Bliss 0 King Cole 
0 James C Brett 0 Sublime 0 Noro 
0 Jenny Watson 0 Mayfield 0 Pony 



TELEPHONE US ON: 01709 828536 
Free UK Postage Over £25 




Follow 

the thread.., 



discover 

unique yarns j 



f and gorgeous 
exclusive kits 



Continue your journey 

0 D VI Q@ikco on-line at www.tlkc.co.uk ; 
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Free UK delivery on orders over £25 
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Telephone: 01926 882 818 
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modern baby 

CRomam. 




Modekrv BaJ^ (jimket 





Nikki Van De Car 

WHAT TO KNIT: 
THE TODDLER YEARS 




^1 Stacey Trock 

B\ II (£16.99, Martingale Press) 

^ Who said nurseries can only be 
pink or blue? Stacey Trock has designed 21 
baby-friendly patterns, divided into three 
chapters: bright prinnary colours, traditional 
pastels and soft natural tones. With colour 
options so wide open, there’s just one rule left: 
everything must be adorable! From this 
striking planet 
mobile, to 
blankets and 
bunting, it has 
everything you 
need to make 
your nursery 
truly special. 

Everything is 
designed with 
the baby in mind, 
including crinkly 
toys and an 
interactive play 
mat. www.shop 
martingale.com 



IjJkai To- Knct: 

Q\\ }^ocLclieJh yeafiA 

^'11 Nikki Van De Car 

(£14.99, Kyle Books) 







.^50, 

to knitfi'crochet ^ y 



CAT THOMAS 





wm^ t ^ ♦ 1 * 



50 Tu'UXiAiuOriA to- 
Knit & Cho-cLet 





As mother to three-year-old Maile, and an 
observer of the many other children she 
meets through friends and family, Nikki Van 
De Car has a pretty good idea of what kids 
like. What To Knit: The Toddler Years 
chronicles these ideas with helpful tips, and 
heartfelt introductions. The 30 stylish designs 
feature whimsical buttons to capture the 
imagination, robust 
shapes for enjoying 
playtime, and even 
include lively toys to 
keep your kids 
company. After the 
popularity of Nikki’s 
first book. What To 
Knit When You’re 
Expecting, The 
Toddler Years’ is sure 
to be another 
resounding success. 
www.kylebooks.com 



Cat Thomas 

(£10.99, Search Press) 

According to Cat Thomas, the best way to 
learn new skills is not with tester squares, but a 
fun piece which can be made and finished 
quickly. And with the 50 designs in her latest 
book, you won’t be short of something to 
choose from! Who needs plain, simple 
pincushions when you can knit one shaped like 
a cactus, a plate of sushi, or a cat? And at such 
small sizes, they will also make ideal last- 
minute gifts, or party favours! With delightful 
photography and 
bags of personality, 
this quirky book is 
simply bursting with 
ideas. Get £1 off and 
free post and 
packaging in the UK 
by calling 01892 
510850 , and quoting 
‘Let’s Knit’. 

www.searchpress.com 

\y\/\/\/ 




Knit Me a Cake 

www.knitme 
acake.com 

Leanne’s Knit Me a Cake not only 
has a great blog name, but is also a 
fun place to find crafty ideas and keep 
up-to-date with all of her current projects. 



Hill 



Donna Smith Designs 
www.donnasmith 
designs.blogspot.co.uk 

Donna Smith is a textile designer living 
in the Shetland Isles. Her blog provides 
a fantastic insight into contemporary 
life on these traditional islands. 





Book 



Website 



O 



Podcast BSl Blog 



App 



I 
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Now that spring is arriving, it's time to start 
planning for that awkward period when the 
weather could be doing anything! This modern 
oversi2ed sweater features an all-over lace 
pattern, which keeps it cosy in the wind, and 
cool in those unexpected warm spells! 
Team with chunky jewellery to finish off 
the contemporary look. 



START KNITTING ON P32 



( LET’S KNIT EXCLUSIVE GARMENT PATTERN ) 

Jenny ^ . 

stylish lace sweater by 

Anniken Allis 
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MEASUREMENTS & SIZES 



Dress size (approx): 

8-12 (14-18, 20-24) 

To fit chest (cm): 

81-91 (97-107, 112-122) 

Body section width (cm): 

90 (94, 98) 

Length (cm): 

41 (42.5, 44) 



Lace pattern 

(written instructions) 

□ Row 1: k2, [yfwd, si I k2tog, 
psso, yfwd, k3] to last two 
sts, k2 

□ Rows 2-4: p 

□ Row 3: k2, [k3, yfwd, si I 
k2tog, psso, yfwd] to last two 
sts, k2 



SHAPE RIGHT NECK 

□ Next row (RS): patt 51 (53, 
55) sts, turn 

□ Next row: pi, p2tog, p to end. 
50 (52, 54) sts 

□ Next row: patt to last three 
sts, k2tog, k1. 49 (51, 53) sts 
Place renn sts on holder 

SHAPE LEFT NECK 




Louisa Harding Grace Silk + 
Wool costs £7.94 per 50g 
(100m) ball from 01244 389310, 
www.stashfineyarns.com 

James C. Brett Cotton On DK 
costs £2 per 50g (145m) from 
01709 828536, www.thecrafty 
yarnshop.co.uk 



KNIT KIT 

Yarn: Lousia Harding Grace Silk+ 
Wool, shade 33 Kiss, 9 (1 0, 11) 50g 
balls 

Needles: 4nnm double-pointed, 
4mm circular (40cm) 

Stitch holder/waste yarn 
Removable stitch markers 



TENSION SQUARE 1 



Lace patt 
4mm needles 



ABOUT THE YARN 

Lousia Harding Grace Silk + Wool 

is an exquisite 50/50 blend of silk and 
wool, which is delightful to work 
with. The range of 20 fashionable 
shades means you are sure to find 
one you love. 

Need an alternative yarn? 

James C. Brett Cotton On DK is a 

blend of 50% acrylic and 50% 
cotton, which can be machine 
washed at 30°C. Try shade 5 
to match. 

( FOR ABBREVIATIONS SEE PAGE 88~9 



START KNITTING HERE 

Back 

Using 4mm circular needles, 
cast on 135 (141, 147) sts. Do not 
join in the rnd 

□ Row 1: [k3, p3] to last three 
sts, k3 

□ Row 2: [p3, k3] to last three 
sts, p3 

These two rows set rib 

□ Rep last two rows until rib 
meas 3.5cm, ending after a 
RS row 

□ Next row (WS): p to end inc 
one st in middle of row. 136 
(142, 148) sts 

□ Next row (RS): work Lace 
chart 

□ Next and all WS rows: p 
Last two rows set patt 

□ Work in patt until Back meas 
22 (22.5, 23) cm, ending after a 
WS row, pm at each end of 
last row 

□ Cent in patt until Back meas 
35 (41.5, 43) cm, ending after a 
WS row 



Place 34 (36, 38) sts on holder 
for back neck 

□ Reattach yarn at neck edge 
and patt to end. 51 (53, 55) sts 

□ Next row: p to last three sts, 
p2tog tbi, pi. 50 (52, 54) sts 

□ Next row: k1, ssk, patt to end. 
49 (51, 53) sts 

Place rem sts on holder 

Front 

□ Work as for Back until Front 
meas 31 (36.5, 37) cm, ending 
after a WS row 

SHAPE LEFT NECK 

□ Next row: patt 53 (55, 

57) sts, turn 

□ Next row: pi, p2tog, p to end. 
52 (54, 56) sts 

□ Next row: patt to last three 
sts, k2tog, k1. 51 (53, 55) sts 

□ Rep last two rows once more 
Place rem 49 (51, 53) sts 

on holder 

SHAPE RIGHT NECK 

Place next 30 (32, 34) sts on 
holder for front neck 



1 


OAO 




OAO 



I 3 1^ knit sll, k2tog, psso 

I 1 :0 yfwd □ pattern repeat 



10 987654321 

NOTE: Chart shows RS rows only, p all WS rows 



knitwise 

THREE-NEEDLE CAST OFF: 

Working a three-needle cast 
off is an ingenious way of 
joining seams and casting off 
at the same time. Hold your 
work evenly across two 
needles, with the right sides 
together. Then, insert a third 
needle into the first stitch of 
each needle, and knit these 
two together. Repeat this 
action for the next stitch on 
the two needles, so that you 
have two stitches on your 
extra third needle. Slip the 
fi rst of these stitches over the 
second, as you would for a 
normal castoff. Keep 
repeating these last two steps 
until all of your stitches have 
been worked. Voila! 



□ Reattach yarn at neck edge 
and patt to end. 53 (55, 57) sts 

□ Next row: p to last three sts, 
p2tog tbI, pi. 52 (54, 56) sts 

□ Next row: k1, ssk, patt to end. 
51 (53, 55) sts 

□ Rep last two rows once more 
Place rem 49 (51, 53) sts 

on holder 

□ Join shoulder sts by working 
a three-needle cast off on WS 
(see Knitwise) 

Sew seams from hem to 
removable stitch markers, 
remove markers 

Sleeves 

□ Using 4mm dpns, pick up 
and k 60 (78, 84) sts around 
armhole, join to work in the 
round, pm 

□ Next rnd: [k3, p3] to end 

□ Rep last rnd until Sleeve 
meas 7.5cm 

□ Cast off 

Weave in ends, block sweater 
to measurements 

Neckline 

□ Using 4mm circular needle 
and with RS facing, starting at 
the left shoulder, pick up and k 
9 (10, 11) sts to front neck, k30 
(32, 34) sts from front neck, 
pick up and k 9 (10, 11) sts to 
right shoulder, pick up and k 
four sts to back neck, k34 (36, 
38) sts from back neck, pick up 
and k four sts to left shoulder, 
join to work in the round. 90 
(96, 102) sts 

□ Rnd 1: (k3, p3) to end 

□ Rep last rnd four more times 

□ Cast off LK 



Join the world’s busiest online craft community today! www.busymitts.com 
















any tirne \»#KXjt;pdor nofice. 



"The incredibly simple pattern repeat 
makes this a great project if you 're 
trying lace for the first timet" 

LK EDITORIAL ASSISTANT AMY ADAMS 



deranr\pres 

THE BIGGEST RANGE OF YARN IN THE UK 



FREE 






DELIVERY 
ON ORDERS 
OVER £25 



coming 

nextissue 

ANNIKEN ALLIS'S 
YOKE SWEATER 

On sale Friday 14th March 
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We've tracked down sonne of the best knitted 
homewares to create the LK dream home 





1 Teacosy by Frankie Brown of Frankie's Knitted Stuff. Pattern featured in Tea Cozies 2 (CMC Editors) 10 Cafeteria cover also by Frankie 
Brown. Pattern featured in Coffee Cozies (CMC Editors). Both books available from www.amazon.co.uk. 13 Photoframes, 14 Time for Tea 
sign, 15 Russian dolls also by Frankie Brown. All patterns are available as free downloads, although donations to the Children’s Liver Disease 
Foundation are welcome. You can find all relevant information and patterns from www.ravelry.com/stores/frankies-knitted-stuff 2 Flower 
pot covers, 4 Magazine rack from Bergere de France Creations 13/14 pattern book 9 Rug also Bergere de France, pattern from Mag 169 
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Shopping 




www.bergeredefrance.co.uk 3 Arnie the teddy bear by Val Piece for Yarn Craft. Find this pattern in your FREE Woodland Toys to Knit and 
Crochet booklet 5 Mr Fox head by Sincerely Louise (www.sincerelylouise.co.uk), costs £140 from www.molly-meg.co.uk 6 Leaf cushion by 
Helen Ardley. Find this pattern in issue 79 of Let's Knit magazine - on sale 11th April 7 Princess blanket by Val Pierce. Find this pattern on 
page 54 8 Stylecraft Nordic Pouf in Nordic Super Chunky. Pattern 8821, www.stylecraft-yarns.co.uk 11 Cuckoo clock by Andrea De'ath 
(Cherry Bee) costs £55 from Folksy, http:Aow.ly/sU8Do 12 Crocheted vase, 16 Crocheted lampshade cover both from Inspiration 072. 

Visit: us.schachenmayr.com 
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Knitting 



Show 



Olympia Central, London 

13th - 16th March 2014 



Knitting - Sewing - Dressmaking - Quilting - Crochet - Cross Stitch - Interiors - Textile Art - Crafts 
For more information and to book tickets call: 0844 848 0159 



Fabrics supplied by Fabrics Galore 



cut/: 



Dressmaking classes 
180 practical workshops 



UPPER 

STREET 

EVENTS 










( LETS KNIT EXCLUSIVE HOMEWARES PATTERN) 

Cherish is a pretty 

message cushion that 
mums will love 

If you’re seeking a Mother's Day gift that’s stylish and 
contemporary then Georganne Cauchi’s cushion is the 
perfect answer. Cherish is also a simple knit that won’t 
take long to complete, so even if you’ve left it late you 
can still produce a gorgeous personalised present in - 
three or four evenings. A homemade gift is the best " 
token of appreciation and one that every mum will be 
delighted to receive. 





START KNITTING ON P38 



DAV 

GIFT! 
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MEASUREMENTS & SIZES 

Cushion: 45cm x 45cm 



KNIT KIT 

Yarn: Artesano Aran, (A) shade 
C756 Violet, three lOOg skeins, 

(B) shade C853 Pine, one lOOg skein 

Needles: 5mm 
Lining fabric (optional) 

Buttons: ten, 18mm x 15mm 
Cushion pad: 45cm x 45cm 



10cm 



TENSION SQUARE 

stocking stitch 
5mm needles 



17 sts 



(/) 

o 

hO 

CN 



E 

u 

o 



ABOUT THE YARN 
Artesano Aran is a gorgeous blend 
of 50% superfine alpaca and 50% 
Peruvian highland wool making an 
incredibly soft yarn. You'll be spoilt 
for choice with all of the beautiful 
colours in the range, but be aware 
that this yarn is handwash only. 

Need an alternative yarn? 

Debbie Bliss Cashmerino Aran is 

a mix of 55% wool, 33% acrylic, and 
12% cashmere. It has a wonderful 
handle, and is really easy to care 
for. We recommend using shade 
102 Beige to replace the Pine, and 
shade 042 Mulberry instead of 
the Violet. 



C FOR ABBREVIATIONS SEE PAGE 88^ 




Artesano Aran costs £8.99 per 
lOOg (132m) ball from 01829 
740903, www.laughinghens.com 



Debbie Bliss Cashmerino Aran 
costs £4.75 per 50g (90m) ball 
from 0845 576 0007, 
www.loveknitting.com 
For 10% off all orders from 
loveknitting.com, see 




Buttons from 

www.beadandbutton 

company.co.uk 



START KNITTING HERE 

Cushion panels 

(worked as one piece) 

BACK 

Using 5mm needles and yarn 
A, cast on 80 sts 

□ Beg with a k row, work 100 
rows in St St 

FRONT 

□ Rows 1-12: using yarn A, 
work in st st ending after a 
WS row 

NOTE: Letter following each 
instruction denotes which yarn 
to use 

□ Row 13: klOA, k60B, klOA 

□ Row 14: plOA, p60B, plOA 

□ Rows 15-28: rep Rows 13-14 
seven more times 

□ Row 29: klOA, k6B, k3A, 
k5B, k3A, klOB, k6A, klOB, 
k3A, k5B, k3A, k6B, klOA 



□ Row 30: plOA, p6B, p3A, 
p5B, p3A, p9B, p8A, p9B, p3A, 
p5B, p3A, p6B, plOA 

□ Row 31: klOA, k6B, k3A, k5B, 
k3A, k8B, klOA, k8B, k3A, k5B, 
k3A, k6B, klOA 

□ Row 32: plOA, p6B, p3A, 
p5B, p3A, p8B, p3A, p4B, p3A, 
p8B, p3A, p5B, p3A, p6B, 
plOA 

□ Row 33: klOA, k6B, k3A, 
k5B, k3A, k8B, k3A, k4B, k3A, 
k8B, k3A, k5B, k3A, k6B, klOA 

□ Rows 34-37: rep Rows 32-33 



twice more 

□ Row 38: plOA, p6B, p3A, 
p2B, plA, p2B, p3A, p8B, p3A, 
p4B, p3A, p8B, p3A, p2B, plA, 
p2B, p3A, p6B, plOA 

□ Row 39: klOA, k6B, k3A, kIB, 
k3A, kIB, k3A, k8B, k3A, k4B, 
k3A, k8B, k3A, kIB, k3A, kIB, 
k3A, k6B, klOA 

□ Row 40: plOA, p6B, pllA, 
p8B, p3A, p4B, p3A, p8B, pllA, 
p6B, plOA 

□ Row 41: klOA, k6B, k5A, kIB, 
k5A, k8B, k3A, k4B, k3A, k8B, 




"Choose a colour scheme to match your 
mother's living room or bedroom, and if 
it's only inten^d as a display cushion, 
garnish it with pretty beads and buttons 
for a sparkly, glamorous look. " 



LK EDITORIAL ASSISTANT ABBI HENDERSON 



I knitwise 

I ONE ROW BUTTON HOLE METHOD: With yarn in front of the 
[ work slip one stitch from the left-hand needle to the right-hand 
[ needle, put the yarn on the back of the work. Cast off two sts 
! without knitting them (by slipping the first st over the next st two 
! times). Place the last stitch on the left-hand needle, turn work 
! (WS facing you) and with yarn at the back of the work cast on 
! three sts using the cable method. Turn the work (RS facing you), 

I slip the first stitch on the left hand needle to the right hand needle 
' and pass the last cast-on stitch over the slipped stitch. 
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k5A, k1B, k5A, k6B, klOA 

□ Row 42: plOA, p6B, p4A, 
p3B, p4A, p8B, p3A, p4B, p3A, 
p8B, p4A, p3B, p4A, p6B, 
plOA 

□ Rows 43-58: rep Rows 13-14 
eight times 

□ Row 59: klOA, k8B, k6A, 
kl5B, k2A, kl3B, k9A, k7B, 
klOA 

□ Row 60: plOA, p7B, p9A, 
pl2B, p4A, pl3B, p8A, p7B, 
plOA 

□ Row 61: klOA, k6B, klOA, 
kllB, k6A, kllB, k9A, k7B, klOA 

□ Row 62: plOA, plOB, p3A, 
pl3B, p8A, plOB, p3A, p4B, 
p3A, p6B, plOA 

□ Row 63: klOA, k6B, k3A, 
k4B, k3A, k9B, klOA, kl2B, k3A, 
klOB, klOA 

□ Row 64: plOA, plOB, p3A, 



pllB, pl2A, p8B, p3A, p4B, 
p3A, p6B, plOA 

□ Row 65: klOA, k6B, k3A, 
k4B, k3A, k7B, kl4A, klOB, 
k3A, klOB, klOA 

□ Row 66: plOA, plOB, p3A, 
p9B, pl6A, p6B, p3A, p4B, 
p3A, p6B, plOA 

□ Row 67: klOA, k6B, k3A, 
k4B, k3A, k6B, kl6A, k9B, k3A, 
klOB, klOA 

□ Row 68: as Row 66 

□ Row 69: as Row 67 

□ Row 70: plOA, p7B, p9A, 
p6B, p7A, p2B, p7A, p6B, p3A, 
p4B, p3A, p6B, plOA 

□ Row 71: klOA, k6B, k3A, k4B, 
k3A, k7B, k5A, k4B, k5A, k7B, 
k9A, k7B, klOA 

□ Row 72: plOA, p7B, p9A, 
p8B, p3A, p6B, p3A, p8B, p3A, 
p4B, p3A, p6B, plOA 



□ Rows 73-88: rep Rows 13-14 
eight times 

□ Rows 89-100: Using yarn A, 
work 12 rows in st st 

CLOSURE FLAP 

□ Cont with yarn A, beg with a 
k row, work 12 rows in st st 

□ Row 13: k2, make a button 
hole (see Knitwise), (k5, make 



coming 

nextissue 

JANE BURNS' EASTER 
DECORATIONS 

On sale Friday 14th March 



a button hole) eight times, k2 

□ Work three more rows in st st 

□ Cast off 

To make up 

Weave in ends and seam sides 
using mattress stitch. Attach 
lining (optional) and buttons 
to cushion LK 




Join the world's busiest online craft community today! www.busymitts.com 
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MEASUREMENTS & SIZES 

Approx 35cm x 31cm ( LET'S KNIT EXCLUSIVE HOMEWARES PATTERN ) 



KNIT KIT 

Yarn: Sirdar Simply Recycled DK, 
shade 0011, one 50g ball 

Needles: 4mm 
Ribbon: narrow, 2m 



TENSION SQUARE I 



pattern stitch 
4mm needles 



22 sts 



ABOUT THE YARN 

Sirdar Simply Recycled DK is a 

lovely soft yarn made of 51% 
recycled cotton, and 49% acrylic. 
It's machine washable, so is ideal 
for heavily used cloths. 

Need an alternative yarn? 

Rico Design Essentials Cotton 
Soft DK is a blend of 50% cotton 
and 50% acrylic and is a smooth 
and sturdy yarn. It gives great stitch 
definition, and comes in an array of 
bright and pretty shades. 



( FOR ABBREVIATIONS SEE PAGE 88~^ 




Sirdar Simply Recycled DK 
costs £2.29 per 50g (130m) 
ball from 01926 882 818, 
www.woolwarehouse.co.uk 



Rico Design Baby Cotton Soft 
DK costs £2.75 per 50g (125m) 
ball from www.hulucrafts.co.uk 




is a neat bread 
basket liner with a cute ribbon trimming 

Casareccia translates to 'homemade' in Italian, so is really quite fitting for this 
pretty bread basket liner. Designed by Julie Ferguson, this is a speedy and 
simple make to help transform your house into a home. Casareccia adds a hint 
of comfort to your everyday items, and can easily be knitted up while you're 
waiting for the dough to prove or the bread to bake. 





START KNITTING HERE 



Using 4nnnn needles, cast on 
78 sts 

□ Row 1: kl, * yfwd, k2tog, rep 
from * to last st, kl 

□ Row 2: p 

□ Row 3: kl, yfwd, k2tog, k4, 

* pi, k8, rep from * to last eight 
sts, pi, k4, k2tog, yfwd, kl 

□ Row 4: p6, * k3, p6, rep from 

* to end 

□ Row 5: kl, yfwd, k2tog, k2, 

* p5, k4, rep from * to last ten 
sts, p5, k2, k2tog, yfwd, kl 

□ Row 6: p4, * k7, p2, rep from 

* to last 11 sts, k7, p4 

□ Row 7: kl, yfwd, k2tog, p to 
last three sts, k2tog, yfwd, kl 

□ Row 8: p4, * k7, p2, rep from 

* to last 11 sts, k7, p4 

□ Row 9: kl, yfwd, k2tog, k2. 



* p5, k4, rep from * to last ten 
sts, p5, k2, k2tog, yfwd, kl 

□ Row 10: p6, * k3, p6, rep 
from * to end 

□ Rep Rows 3-10 ten more 
times and Rows 1-2 once more 

□ Cast off 

To make up 

Cut ribbon into four equal 
lengths and thread through 
border eyelets, tying bows at 
each corner LK 

"If you 're feeling experimental, why 
don 't you try adapting the pattern 
slightly to make larger liners for place 
mats? Or even pretty napkins?" 

LK EDITORIAL ASSISTANT ABBI HENDERSON 




knitwise 

IN ATIZZY: When threading 
ribbon through border eyelets, 
be sure nottotwist, or pull it too 
tight. This could result in a 
bunched-up product, as 
opposed to it being flat. 




Join the world's busiest online craft community today! www.busymitts.com 









WCK 

KNIT! 





coming 

nextissue 



NICOLA VALUrS GARDEN- 
INSPIRED TEACOSY AND 
GREETINGS CARD SET 

On sale Friday 14th March 




black 



1983 



ools 






ittine & needlecraft 



BlackSheepWools.com 



The Warehouse Studios. Glaziers Ln. Culcheth. Warrington. WA3 4AQ. 
Tfelephone: 01925 764*231 Email: ordersOblacksheepwools.com 
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CREATIVE STITCHES 
& HOBBYCRAFTS 

SECC, GLASGOW 
6 - 9 MARCH 



o _ , ‘ o 

EVENTCiry, MANCHESTER 

7 CM.-?::;-; 

EXCEL, LONDON 

iO - 



SEWING FOR PLEASURE 
FASHION EMBROIDERY 
a STITCH AND HOBBYCRAFTS 

NEC, BIRMINGHAM 
20 - 23 MARCH 



CREATIVE STITCHES 
FASHION a EMBROIDERY 
HOBBYCRAFI3 

EXCEL, LONDON 
5 APRIL 




CrtAtu^ 

Stitches 









SewinffX 

hr pleasure 



Embroidery 
\ Stitch 



SAVE UP TO £2 OFF 



6iet Knitted 

...for all your knitting & crochet needs 




Stockists of 
Rowan, King Cole, 
Stylecraft, Rico, 
KnitPro + more 

Yarns, books, 
needles, hooks 
and more 

In store loyalty 
scheme 

Amazing 

workshops 



Open Monday-Friday 9.30-5.00 
Saturday 10.00-5.00 
39 Brislington Hill, Bristol BS4 5 BE 
0117 300 5211 www.getknitted.com 




GRADE A 

CASHMERE YARN 

3 ply weight in 20 colours 

For knitting the most luxurious 
adult and babywear. 

t: +44 (0) 1242 256 797 e: sales@coshmered.net 

www.cashmered.net 
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( LET’S KNIT EXCLUSIVE HOMEW^ES PATTERN) 




is a garter stitch doorstop by 

Lucinda Ganderton 

The bright col ours o f this easy-toknit doorstop tran irnple 

household objecF^i^^tand-otrrpiece, The chunky cotton yarn also 
makes it incredil|[y quick to knit! Ziggurat uses so little yam, why not 
use the rest to make a cushion or string of bunting to match? 




www.letsknit.co.uk 43 



MEASUREMENTS & SIZES 



START KNITTING HERE 



Edges: 17cm 
Height: 16cm 



KNIT KIT 

Yarn: Wendy Supreme Luxury 
Cotton Chunky (A) 1430 Pear, 

(B) 1424 Shrimp, (C) 1426 Grape, 

one lOOg ball of each 

Needles: 6.5mm 

Large tapestry needle 

Rice or lentils: 1kg 

Sewing cotton 

Sewing machine 

Pins 

Paper 

Lining fabric 

C FOR ABBREVIATIONS SEE PAGE 88 ) 



ABOUT THE YARN 
Wendy Supreme Luxury 
Cotton Chunky is available in 16 
strong, solid shades. A 100% 
mercerised cotton yarn, it has a 
strong twist which creates a 
wonderful stitch definition - 
perfect for such a simple 
project. 

Need an alternative yarn? 

Mayfield Baby Chunky is a 70% 

acrylic, 30% nylon yarn that is 
quick to knit and easy to care 
for. Try shades (A) 405 
Applebob, (B) 406 Lola and 
(C) 407 Plum to match. 




Wendy 

Supreme Luxury Cotton 
Chunky costs £3.11 per 
lOOg (83m) ball from, 
01789 773021, 
www.wisebadger.com 




Mayfield 
Baby Chunky 
costs £3 per lOOg 
(155m) ball from 
01924 565740, 
www.woolnstuff.co.uk 



Using 6.5mm needles and 
yam C, cast on 20 sts 

□ Rows 1-2: using yam C, k 

□ Rows 3-4: using yam A, k 

□ Rows 5-6: using yam B, k 

□ Rows 7-30: rep Rows 1-6 
four times 

□ Rows 31-32: using yarn C, k 

□ Rows 33-34: using yarn A, k 

□ Rows 35-36: using yarn C, k 

□ Rows 37-38: using yarn B, k 

□ Rows 39-40: using yarn A, k 

□ Rows 41-42: using yarn B, k 

□ Rows 43-44: using yarn C, k 

□ Rows 45-62: rep row Rows 
39-44 three times 

□ Rows 63-64: using yarn A, k 

□ Rows 65-66: using yarn C, k 

□ Cast off 

To make up 

Cut lining fabric to size of 
knitted piece with a 1cm seam 
allowance. Fold lining fabric in 
half and pin side edges 
together. Machine stitch, with a 
1cm seam. Refold bag so that 
the two side seams match up 
at centre of top edge, making 
a pyramid shape. Pin the top 
edge together, and machine 




stitch with a 1cm seam, leaving 
6-8cm gap. Press seam 
allowances inwards on both 
sides of gap. Turn bag right-side 
out, easing out the corners. Roll 
up paper into a funnel shape 
and insert it through gap, then 
pour in rice or lentils as 
preferred. Pin and oversew 
seam securely with a double 
length of thread. Fold knittied 
cover in half lengthways and join 
the left and right side edges 
with mattress stitch for an 
invisible finish. Insert fabric bag 
and pin top edges together. 

Join with mattress stitch, 
finishing off securely LK 



knitwise 

COLOUR ME BEAUTIFUL 

To introduce new colours, 
knit two rows in the first 
shade and then simply set 
the working yarn to one 
side, without cutting. Then 
place your next shade over 
this yarn, leaving a tail of 
around 10cm, and begin 
knitting your next two rows. 
Once these are complete, 
twist you r f i rst ya rn 
together with your second 
at the sid eof the work so 
that it is secure. This is 
called stranding your yarn. 
Introduce the third yarn 
the same way as the 
second, and continue to 
strand all three yarns 
together as you work. Not 
only is this more 
economical, it also saves 
sewing in multiple ends 
once your work is finished! 







I 



s 

(LETS KNIT EXCLUSIVE HOMEWARES PATTERN^ 

Homestead 

is a stylish pair of matching 
cushions by Sidfl BrOWfl 

There's nothing like giving your living room a 
unique, handmade feel to make it truly home. 

These two cushions use easy lace and cable 
techniques to create a simple but stylish look that 
will fit in anywhere - just choose a colour that 
complements the rest of your furnishings, and go! 

Best of all, they are knitted in Sirdar's Simply 
Recycled Aran, so you can even feel good about 



helping the environment! 





MEASUREMENTS & SIZES 
Width: 37cm 
Height: 37cm 

To fit: 40cm x 40cm cushion pad 



KNIT KIT 

Yarn: Sirdar Simply Recycled Aran 
(A) shade 39 Lime, (B) shade 38 
Turq, four 50g balls of each 

Needles: 5mm 



Tapestry needle 

Buttons: lime and turquoise, 
five each 

Cable 

■ TENSION SQUARE I 

needle “ 

(for cabled stocking stitch 

cushion) ™ needles 



ABOUT THE YARN 
Sirdar Simply Recycled Aran uses 
cotton fabric from T-shirt 
production blended with acrylic to 
create a soft, summery yarn in eight 
springtime shades. 

Need an alternative yarn? 

Rico Creative Cotton Aran is a 

100% cotton yarn in a wide variety 
of colours. Try shades 44 Light 
Pistachio and 37 Sky Blue to match. 



SPECIAL ABBREVIATIONS 
TW2R: pass needle in front of first 
St, k second st, k first st, si both sts 
from needle 

TW2L: pass needle behind first st, 
k into back of second st, k first st, 
slip both sts from needle 

T3F: si two sts on to cn and hold at 
front of work, pi, k2 from cn 

T3B: si one st on to cn and hold at 
back of work, k2, pi from cn 

C5B: si three sts on to cn and hold 
at back of work, k2from left-hand 
need Ie,k3 from cn 



( FOR ABBREVIATIONS SEE PAGE 88~) 




Sirdar Simply Recycled Aran 
costs £2.39 per 50g (93m) ball 
from 0845 003 0775, 
www.wool4less.co.uk 

Wendy Merino DK 
costs £3.79 per 50g 
(116m) ball from 
0845 576 0007, 
www.loveknitting.com 
For 10% off all orders at 
loveknitting.com, see back page 




LACE CUSHION 
Dice pattern 

□ Row 1: k5, (p5, k5) three times 

□ Row 2: p5, (k5, p5) three times 

□ Rows 3-4: rep Rows 1-2 

□ Rows 5-6: as Row 1 

□ Row 7: as Row 2 

□ Rows 8-9: rep Rows 1-2 

□ Row 10: as Row 1 
Rep these ten rows 

Diamond motif 

□ Rows 1-4: beg with a k row, 
work four rows in st st 

□ Row 5: kl6, k2tog, yfwd, kl7 

□ Row 6 and every foil even- 
numbered row: p 

□ Row 7: kl5, k2tog, yfwd, kl, 
yfwd, skpo, kl5 

□ Row 9: kl4, k2tog, yfwd, k3, 
yfwd, skpo, kl4 

□ Row 11: kl3, k2tog, yfwd, k5, 
yfwd, skpo, kl3 

□ Row 13: kl2, (k2tog, yfwd, kl) 
twice, yfwd, skpo, kl, yfwd, 
skpo, kl2 

□ Row 15: kll, k2tog, yfwd, k2, 
k2tog, yfwd, kl, yfwd, skpo, k2, 
yfwd, skpo, kll 

□ Row 17: klO, k2tog, yfwd, k3, 
k2tog, yfwd, kl, yfwd, skpo, k3, 
yfwd, skpo, klO 

□ Row 19: k9, k2tog, yfwd, k4, 
k2tog, yfwd, kl, yfwd, skpo, k4, 
yfwd, skpo, k9 



□ Row 21: k8 (k2tog, yfwd, kl) 
twice, yfwd, skpo, k3, k2tog, 
yfwd, kl, yfwd, skpo, kl, yfwd, 
skpo, k8 

□ Row 23: k7, k2tog, yfwd, k2, 
k2tog, yfwd, kl, yfwd, skpo, k3, 
k2tog, yfwd, kl, yfwd, skpo, k2, 
yfwd, skpo, k7 

□ Row 25: k6, k2tog, yfwd, k3, 
(k2tog, yfwd, kl, yfwd, skpo, 
k3) twice, yfwd, skpo, k6 

□ Row 27: k8, yfwd, skpo, kl, 
k2tog, yfwd, kl, yfwd, skpo, k3, 
k2tog, yfwd, kl, yfwd, skpo, kl, 
k2tog, yfwd, k8 

□ Row 29: k9, yfwd, skpo, k4, 
k2tog, yfwd, kl, yfwd, skpo, k4, 
k2tog, yfwd, k9 

□ Row 31: klO, yfwd, skpo, k3, 
k2tog, yfwd, kl, yfwd, skpo, k3, 
k2tog, yfwd, klO 

□ Row 33: kll, yfwd, skpo, k2, 
k2tog, yfwd, kl, yfwd, skpo, k2, 
k2tog, yfwd, kll 

□ Row 35: kl2, yfwd, skpo, kl, 
k2tog, yfwd, kl, yfwd, skpo, kl, 
k2tog, yfwd, kl2 

□ Row 37: kl3, yfwd, skpo, k5, 
k2tog, yfwd, kl3 

□ Row 39: kl4, yfwd, skpo, k3, 
k2tog, yfwd, kl4 

□ Row 41: kl5, yfwd, skpo, kl, 
k2tog, yfwd, kl5 

□ Row 43: kl6, yfwd, si 1, k2tog, 
psso, yfwd, kl6 

□ Row 45: kl7, yfwd, skpo, kl6 










iSKiliiiPiPW 



□ Rows 46-49: beg with a p 
row, work four rows in st st 

START KNITTING HERE 

Back and Front 

(worked in one piece) 

Using 5mm needles and yarn 
A, cast on 73 sts 

□ ** Work nine rows in garter st 
Work in st st as foils: 

□ Row 1 (RS): k 

□ Row 2: kl, p to last st, kl 

□ Rep these two rows until 
work meas 34cm from cast-on 
edge, ending after a RS row ** 

□ Next row (WS): k 
Start patt for front: 

□ Row 1: kl, work Row 1 of Dice 
patt, kl, work Row 1 of 
Diamond motif, kl 

□ Row 2: kl, work Row 2 of 
Diamond motif, kl, work Row 2 
of Dice patt, kl 

These two rows set patt 

□ Cent to follow patts until 49 
rows have been worked 

□ Row 50 (WS): k 

□ Row 51: kl, work Row 1 of 
Diamond motif, kl, work Row 1 
of Dice patt, kl 

□ Row 52: kl, work Row 2 of 
Dice patt, kl, work Row 2 of 
Diamond motif, kl 

□ Cent as set until 99 rows 
have been worked 

□ Row 100 (WS): k 

□ Beg with a k row, work 6cm 
in st st, ending after a k row 

□ Work four rows in garter st 

□ Next row (buttonhole): k7, 
(k2tog, yfwd, kl2) four times, 
k2tog, yfwd, k to end 

□ Work four rows in garter st 

□ Cast off 



knitwise 

LACE IS ACE: The pretty lace 
cushion is made using 
strategic increasing and 
decreasing techniques, 
which create the shape of a 
diamond. While the effect is 
beautiful, the lace pattern is 
actually relatively simple, as 
your stitch count will remain 
the same throughout. After a 
few rows, you will also be able 
to use your previous work as 
a guide. However, if you are 
still unsure, thread waste 
yarn through your stitches 
after every correct row. This 
way, if you make a mistake 
and have to rip back later, 
your work will not be lost. This 
is called using a 'lifeline'. 
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Block carefully, sew up side 
seams and sew buttons to 
correspond with buttonholes 

CABLED 
CUSHION 
Side panel patt 

□ Row 1 (RS): (kl, TW2R, k2, 
TW2R, kl, TW2L, k3) twice 

□ Row 2 and each foil even- 
numbered row: p 

□ Row 3: (k4, TW2R, k3, TW2L, 
k2) twice 

□ Row 5: (k3, TW2R, kl, TW2L, 
k2, TW2L, kl) twice 

□ Row 7: (k2, TW2R, k3, TW2L, 
k4) twice 

□ Row 8: p 

Cable patt 

□ Row 1 (RS): p6, C5B, p6 

□ Row 2: k6, p5, k6 

□ Row 3: p5, T3B, kl, T3F, p5 

□ Row 4: k5, p2, kl, pi, kl, p2, k5 

□ Row 5: p4, T3B, pi, kl, pi, 

T3F, p4 

□ Row 6: k4, p2, k2, pi, k2, p2, k4 

□ Row 7: p3, k2tog, kl, p2, 
yfwd, kl, yfwd, p2, kl, si 1, kl, 
psso, p3 

□ Row 8: k3, p2, k2, p3, k2, p2, k3 



□ Row 9: p2, k2tog, kl, p2, (kl, 
yfwd) twice, kl, p2, kl, si 1, kl, 
psso, p2 

□ Row 10: k2, p2, k2, p5, k2, 
p2, k2 

□ Row 11: pi, k2tog, kl, p2, k2, 
yfwd, kl, yfwd, k2, p2, kl, si 1, kl, 
psso, pi 

□ Row 12: kl, p2, k2, p7, k2, 
p2, kl 

□ Row 13: pfb, k2, p2, k2, si 2, 
kl, p2sso, k2, p2, k2, pfb 

□ Row 14: as Row 10 

□ Row 15: pi, pfb, k2, p2, kl, si 2, 
kl, p2sso, kl, p2, k2, pfb, pi 

□ Row 16: as Row 8 

□ Row 17: p2, pfb, k2, p2, si 2, 
kl, p2sso, p2, k2, pfb, p2 

□ Row 18: as Row 6 

□ Row 19: p4, T3F, pi, kl, pi, 

T3B, p4 

□ Row 20: as Row 4 

□ Row 21: p5, T3F, kl, T3B, p5 

□ Row 22: as Row 2 

□ Row 23: as Row 1 

□ Row 24: as Row 2 

START KNITTING HERE 

Back and Front 

(worked in one piece) 

Using 5mm needles and yarn 



B, cast on 73 sts 

□ Work from ** to ** of Lace 
cushion, ending after a p row 

□ Row 1: k 

□ Row 2: kl, p to last st, kl 

□ Next row (RS): kl, p to last 
st, kl 

□ Next row (inc): kl, pll, * pfb in 
next st, p22, * pfb in next st, pi, 
rep from * to * once more, pfb 
in next st, pll, kl. 77 sts 

□ Row 1: (RS): kl, patt 26 sts 
from Row 1 of Side panel patt, 
p3, patt 17 sts from Row 1 of 
Cable patt, p3, patt 26 sts from 
Row 1 of Side panel patt, kl 

□ Row 2: kl, patt 26 sts from 
Row 2 of Side panel patt, k3, 
patt 17 sts from Row 2 of Cable 
patt, k3, patt 26 sts from Row 
2 of Side panel patt, kl 

These two rows set patt 

□ Cent as set until work meas 



approx 37cm from start of 
patt, ending after Row 7 of 
Side panel patt and Row 23 of 
Cable patt 

□ Next row (dec): kl, pll, 

* p2tog, p22 *, p2tog, pi, rep 
from * to * once more, p2tog, 
pll, kl. 73 sts 

□ Next row (RS): kl, p to last 
st, kl 

□ Beg with a p row, work 6cm 
in st st, ending after a k row 

□ With WS facing, work four 
rows in garter st 

□ Next row (buttonhole): k7 
(k2tog, yfwd, kl2) four times, 
k2tog, yfwd, k to end 

□ Work four rows in garter st 

□ Cast off 

Block carefully, sew side seams, 
sew buttons to correspond 
with buttonholes LK 



P "Sirdar Recycled Aran is a great 

yarn for spring and summer with a 
natural feel and works well with the 
textured stitches." 

LK DESIGNER SIAN BROWN 



Join the world's busiest online craft community today! www.busymitts.com 
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Home 

FROM HOME 

British wool is perfect for homewares, as 
these gorgeous makes from West Yorkshire 
Spinners show! 




H ardwearing yet cosy British wool is 

simply the best option when it comes 
to knitting for your home. And West 
Yorkshire Spinners not only manufactures 
some of the best 












UK yarns around, 
it also boasts a 
collection of 
fantastically 
stylish home knit 
patterns, 
available to 
purchase 
individually 
Pebble 

Cushions are all 
the rage, and 
these gorgeous 
I examples are 



part of the WYS range. The natural versions 
are shown in 100% Jacobs wool, which is a 
classic pure wool with good lustre. The 
stunning red, white and blue example is 
knitted in 100% Bluefaced Leicester Aran in 
shades Natural Ecru, Blueberry and Cherry. 
The cushions are perfect as footstools or 
extra seating, and the durable yarn means 
they’ll give service for years to come. 

The striking red, white and blue throw is 
also knitted in Bluefaced Leicester, giving 
excellent drape and feel with good stitch 
definition. However, if a patriotic scheme 
doesn’t suit your home you might want to 
opt for the soft cabled throw in Coffee and 
Cream from the unique Fusions range, which 
is 75% British Wool and 25% nylon. 

Reared, sheared and spun in Britain, West 
Yorkshire Spinners yarns are available from 




stockists across the country, including those 
featured below. Visit www.wyspinners.com for 
more information. 







Yams sourced from the heart of Yorkshire 







WB STOCK 

Wools, § ^ooks 

Httilts § Hoo'rs, ^vdto\A,s, 'B>aqs 
Needieoraft Kits, Cfifts, Acoessones 

Twilleys o/Slamford 

♦V 

J>efeibte3lKS WyS ^ Stylecroft 

www.awool lytai l.com 
admin@awoollytail.com 007974 954663 





Time to knit... 

because knitting is in fashion again! 

Place your order from the comfort of your home and receive your products at your door. 

www.knituk.com 
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School 




PROVISIONAL CAST ON 
WITH CROCHET CHAIN 



This is a quick and easy provisional cast 
on that requires basic crochet skills 



I^rtTwo: 

Advanced Casting on 

Learn new ways to start your projects in 
your style with LK’s Adrienne Chandler 




A fter showcasing five basic cast on 
methods in the first part of our 
new tutorial series, we now 
demonstrate some more project-specific 



techniques that might be called for in 
your next pattern. Read on to find out 
how to do a provisional, tubular, double 
sided and circular cast on. 



Step 1: Using a smooth waste yarn, make 
a crochet chain that has the same number 
of chain stitches as need to be cast on, 
plus three more at each end, then 
fasten off 




Step 2: Missing the first three crochet 
chain stiches, insert your knitting needle 
into the bump along the reverse side of 
the chain, wrap the yarn around the 
needle and pull through loop 




Repeat Step 2 until all your cast-on sts are 
picked up, then start knitting as instructed 




When you're ready to knit back the other 
way, undo the fastening off knot of the 
crochet chain and slowly unravel the 
chain, placing the knitted stitches on to 
the needle as you go 




Once you've picked up your stitches, just 
work in the other direction (shown here 
in purple) 




PROVISIONAL CAST 
ON WITH WASTE YARN 



This is another type of provisional cast on that could also be worked with two 
circular needles. Just replace the words “waste yarn” with “second needle 
cord” as you work. The example below is for an even number of stitches, skip 
Step 2 if you have an odd number of sts 



Step 1: Knot the ends of your waste 
yarn (green) and working yarn 
(yellow) together. Hold waste yarn 
over your thumb and the working yarn 
over the index finger. This is known as 
the 'slingshot' position 




Step 2: Move the needle over the top 
of the waste yarn then underneath the 
working yarn from back to front 




Step 3: Move the needle under the 
waste yarn from front to back coming 
up in front of the working yarn. Then 
take the needle under the working 
yarn from back to front, coming up in 
front of the waste yarn 




Repeat Steps 2 and 3 until all stitches 
have been cast on, then start knitting 
as instructed 




When you're ready to work in the 
other direction, pick up the stitches by 
inserting your needle through the 
loops of working yarn and remove the 
waste yarn 




Once you've picked up your stitches, 
just work in the other direction 
(shown here in blue) 




Contim4£d over the page... 
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step 2: On the next row, purl one 
stitch, then insert the RH needle 
through the side loop of the first stitch 
on Row 1 of the main yarn section, 
going from bottom to top. Place this 
loop on to the LH needle, knit this loop 



Step 3: Purl the next stitch, then insert 
the RH needle through the purl 'bump' 
on Row 1 of the main yarn section, 
going from top to bottom. Place this 
loop on LH needle, knit this loop 



Rep Step 3 across the row, then 
continue in (pi, k1) rib 



Remove the waste yarn 



TUBULAR CAST ON 



This is an invisible cast on for 1x1 rib 
that is worked over an even number 
of stitches 

Step 1: Using waste yarn (pink), cast 
on half the needed number of stitches 
using any basic cast on. Beginning 
with a purl row, work four rows in 
stocking stitch 



JUDY'S MAGIC CAST ON 



This double sided cast on is great for toe-up socks 
NOTE: this cast on is used with an even number of sts 



Step 1: Hold two 
double-pointed 
needles parallel 
and, leaving a 
long tail, 
sandwich yarn 
between needles 

Step 2: Hold 
yarn in the 
'slingshot' 
position with the 
tail around your 
index finger and 
the working yarn 
around your 
thumb. The 
yarns should 
now be twisted 

Step 3: Using 
your index 
finger, wrap the 
yarn tail around 
the bottom 
needle from 
front to back 

Step 4: Using 
your thumb, 
bring the working 
yarn between the 
needles and wrap 
it around the top 
needle from front 
to back 




Repeat Steps 3 
and 4 until all your 
stitches have been 
cast on, ending 
after Step 3 



Turn the needles 
so the bottom 
needle is now on 
top and hold them 
in your left hand. 
Bring the working 
yarn in front of the 
yarn tail 



Insert a third 
double-pointed 
needle into the 
first stitch on the 
uppermost needle, 
knit this stitch, 
pulling the yarn tail 
tight to secure the 
stitch 

Keeping the right 
side facing you at 
all times, work in 
the round over 
these two needles 







INVISIBLE CIRCULAR CAST ON 



Used when knitting in the round. Ideal for tubular bags, top-down hats or 
teacosies, or knitting flat circles. It's similar to the idea of a magic ring in crochet. 



Step 1: Make a loop with the working yarn 
in front and going to the left, and the tail 
going behind and going to the right 

1 




step 2: Tension loop with thumb and 
middle finger of left hand and hold the tail 
securely in place with your right hand 




Step 3: Tensioning the working yarn with 
your left index finger, insert needle through 
loop, wrap the yarn around the needle 
from front to back and pull through loop 




Step 4: Without inserting needle through 
loop, wrap working yarn around needle 
from front to back 




Using right index finger to hold loops in 
place, repeat Steps 3 and 4 until the correct 
number of stitches have been cast on 




Transfer your stitches on to double- 
pointed needles, join in the round and start 
knitting. When you're ready, pull the yarn 
tail to close the centre hole 
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Next month in Let’s Knit 




^erVlkinl 









kim: 



rnfm 









Henley's stunning lace 
shaw • Knitted mini beasts Colourful 
Easter eggs • Vibrant accessories 



take up a trial to 
Let's Knit with 3 
issues for just £6!* 
Gotowww.lets 
knit.co.uk/ 

L LKN13T 



KNITBAA-BARAL / 



ADORABLE 
EASTER 
DUCK 



4 



April issue of Let’s Knit on sale Friday 14th March 2014 
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Patterns subject to change 






MEASUREMENTS & SIZES 
Width at widest point: 6cm 
Width at shortest point: 4.5cm 

KNIT KIT 

Yarn: DMC Petra Size 3, shade 
53901, one lOOg ball 

Needles: 2.75mm straight 
Tapestry needle 
Hand towel 
Sewing needle 
Sewing thread 



( LET'S KNIT EXCLUSIVE HOMEWARES PATTERN^ 

Kenmare is a pretty lace 

edging to embellish your towels 

Thinking of sprucing up your bathroom this spring? There's no need to 
throw anything away! Designed by Jane Burns, this simple lace edging is 
the perfect answer, and will give your old towels a new lease of life. 
Upcycling around the home continues to be incredibly popular this year, 
and you will get extra points for your thrifty style. 



ABOUT THE YARN 
DMC Petra Size 3 is a 1 00% natural 
mercerised cotton, with a smooth 
finish that makes it ideal for 
delicate lace knitting. Its 
hardwaring nature will also mean 
that your towels can withstand 
frequent use. 

Need an alternative yarn? 
Patons 100% Cotton 4ply is a 

strong and smooth mercerised 
cotton with excellent stitch 
definition. It has a long meterage 
so you can make a matching set of 
towels. Choose from 28 shades. 



C FOR ABBREVIATIONS SEE PAGE 88~) 




DMC Petra Size 3 costs £4.50 
per lOOg (280m) ball from 
www.woolstack.co.uk 




Patons 100% Cotton 4ply costs 
£4.89 per lOOg (330m) balf, 
from 0800 488 0708, 
www.deramores.com 
For 10% off all orders at 
Deramores turn to page 33 



bal^^ 




"You don't 
have to just 
use this 
patternfor 
towels - why 
not embellish a plain 
cushion or T-shirt?" 



LK EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 

AMY ADAMS 
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Key 



□ RS: knit 
WS: purl 

H RS: purl 
WS: knit 



V RS and WS: 
slip purlwise 

\ RS: sl1, k1, psso 
WS: p2tog tbi 



o 

/ 



RS: yfwd 
WS: yon 



RS: k2tog 
WS: p2tog 



RS and WS: 
no stitch 



RS and WS: 
cast off 



START KNITTING HERE 

Lace edging 

NOTE: si first st pwise on 
every row 

Using a long-tail cast on and 
2.75mm needles, cast on 12 sts 

□ Work Rows 1-12 of Lace 
edging chart 

□ Rep Rows 1-12 until you have 
required length for width of 
towel, ending after Row 12 
(example has 13 reps) 

□ Cast off 

Block carefully, pin to towel 
and sew in place using whip 
stitch along slip stitch 
selvedge LK 



knitwise 

WHIPSTITCH: This is a basic 
seaming stitch which holds two 
edges of fabric together - in 
this case the lace edge and the 
towel. Thread your sewing 
needle, and insert it up through 
both fabrics from the bottom 
in the top left-hand corner. 
Then insert the needle over the 
edge of the purl selvedge and 
back down through the towel, 
creating a stitch which is 
perpendicular to the edge you 
are sewing. Repeat these last 
two steps in order to double 
the stitch and secure it. Once 
the needle is back underneath 
the towel, bring it up through 
the lace around 5mm to the 
right of the first stitch, then 
insert the needle backdown 
through the towel, creatinga 
stitch parallel to the first. 
Repeat this action, creating 
a series of parallel stitches 
across the top of the lace 
edging, securing it to the towel. 
Finish by whipstitching the two 
side edges. 







h 




*1 Between knit stitches lift the 
I ball end of the yarn towards 
you between the two needles. 
Thisisayfwd. 




2 Insert the needle into the next 
stitch to knit as the pattern 
directs and take the yarn back 
(away from you) so it lies over the 
right needle. Then, wrap the yarn 
anticlockwise around the right 
needle and knit the stitch. 










I 



I 



Join the world's busiest online craft community today! www.busymitts.com 
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MEASUREMENTS & SIZES 
Blanket: approx 92cm x 97cm 

KNIT KIT 

Yarn: James C. Brett Flutterby 
Chenille Chunky, (A) shade B2 Pale 
Pink, two lOOg balls, (B) shade B1 
White, (C) shade B11 Apple Green, 
(D) shade B12 Fondant Pink, one 
lOOg ball of each 
Needles: 6mm 
Crochet hook: 6mm 

Large eyed, blunt ended needle 
for sewing up 



(LET’S KNIT EXCLUSIVE KIDS’ PATTERN) 

is a soft and girly 
blanket in the cosiest of yarns 

Children often rely on a blanket or soft toy for comfort and security, so what better 
way to make your little princess feel protected than to handknit her very own 
fluffy blanket? Designed by Val Pierce, Princess is made with feminine pastel shades 
and pretty hearts to add extra love and warmth. Princess is knitted in four strips, 

then sewn together. 





ABOUT THE YARN 
James C. Brett Flutterby Chenille 
Chunky is a silky soft, fleecy yarn 
made from 100% polyester. It comes 
in a range of solid and variegated 
pastel shades and is great for 
childrens and baby knits. 

Need an alternative yarn? 

Sirdar Snuggly Snowflake Chunky 

is a cosy baby yarn made from 100% 
polyester. It has a slightly different 
texture to the Flutterby Chenille, but 
is super fluffy and ideal for a child's 
blanket. 



( FOR ABBREVIATIONS SEE PAGE 88^ 




James C. Brett Flutterby 
Chenille Chunky costs £3.50 
per lOOg (175m) ball from 
01743 245623, 
www.rkmwools.co.uk 




Sirdar Snuggly Snowflake 
Chunky costs £2.16 per 25g 
(62m) ball from 01733 566617, 
www.cpu-enterprises.com 




Join the world's busiest online craft community today! www.busymitts.com 








If you haven't worked with chenille 
before then take care when knitting with 
it, it needs to be knitted quite firmly. 

LK DESIGNER VAL PIERCE 






START KNITTING HERE 

Strip one 

Using 6nnnn needles and 
yarn D, loosely cast on 25 sts 

□ ** Beg with a k row, work 36 
rows in St St 

□ Row 37: p 

□ Row 38: k ** 

Change to yarn B 

□ Work from ** to ** 

Change to yarn C 

□ Work from ** to ** 

Change to yarn A 

□ Beg with a k row, work 36 
rows in St St 

□ Cast off 



Strip two 

□ Work as Strip one, reversing 
colour sequence 

Strip three 

Using 6mm needles and yarn 
B, loosely cast on 25 sts 

□ *** Beg with a k row, work 
ten rows in st st 

Join in yarn C 

□ Work 16 rows from Chart, 
using separate yarn bobbins 
either side of motif 

Cut yarn C, cont in yarn B only 

□ Beg with a k row, work ten 
rows in st st 

□ Row 37: p 



□ Row 38: k *** 

Join in yarn A 

□ Beg with yarn A and a k 
row, work two-row stripe 
sequence of yarns A and B in 
st st for 36 rows 

□ Using yarn B, p two rows 

□ Using yarn D to replace 
yarn C, rep from *** to *** of 
Strip three 

Cut yarn D, join in yarn C 

□ Beg with yarn C, work two- 
row stripe sequence of yarns C 
and B in st st for 36 rows 

□ Cast off 

Strip four 

□ Work as Strip three in 
reverse, beg with two-row 
stripe sequence in yarns 

B and C 

To make up 

Use picture for guidance when 
placing strips. Work in loose 
ends, or use them to sew up 
strips. Thread a large tapestry 
needle with a short length of 
yarn, sew strips together 
carefully matching up row 
ends. Work slowly without 
pulling yarn too tightly 

Edging 

Using 6mm hook and yarn A, 
work 21dc across each square 
to next corner, work 3dc in 
corner st, cont working 21dc 



along each square down row 
ends, work 3dc into corner, 
cont along next two sides in 
same manner, join to beg of 
rnd with a si st 

□ Next rnd: Ich, work Ido in 
each do, working 3dc in each 
corner as before. 

Cut yarn A 

□ Join in yarn C and work 
another rnd of do 

□ Join in yarn D and work 
another rnd of do 

□ Cast off 
Work in ends LK 

crochet 

clever 

CONFUSED BYCROCHET? 

The purpose of the crocheted 
edge is to add texture, style, and 
to tidy up the edges. It makes 
the blanket appearagreat deal 
neater. If you're new to crochet, 
you might find it a little odd at 
first, usingone hook instead of 
two needles! Find basic crochet 
tutorials at www.letsknitco.uk 
which wil I give you everythi ng 
you need to complete this 
project. Once you've mastered 
the essentials lookoutforthe 
exclusive crochet project in 
every issue of Let's Knit. 
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PsippIeliRda Grafts 

KnitPro WAVES Crochet Hooks 

Available in a lovely range of eolours 




Visit us at the website for a huge range of 
Croehet Hooks, Cotton, Yams and Supplies 

WWW. purplelindacr afts . co . uk 
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NEW 

DOUBLE 
POINT SETS 

THEY WILL 

KNOCK 

YOUR 

SOCKSs 



THE lATfST ADDTHON 
10 Oyi tlNE OF 
FUfAlUM KNTTHNG 

& CROOTfT roots 



AVAILABLE IN 

BAMBOO & 
STAINLESS 
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( LETS KNIT EXCLUSIVE BABY PATTE^ 



« 








Cuddles is a cosy baby 

blanket with a pretty cabled design 

Designed by Helen Ardley, this sweet blanket is 
perfect for tucking your little one up ready for a stroll 
around the park. Cuddles is classy and chic in 
appearance, not to mention practical and easy-care. 

A good quality blanket is essential in these chilly 
months, and Cuddles will provide every ounce of 
warmth, comfort, and safety that your baby needs. 

And who knows? It might become a family heirloom 
passed down through generations. 
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